Citizens of Heaven

- VOCation, Neighbor Love, and
the Two Kingdoms




Agree or Disagree: Most of the directions on our

worship given to us by God pertain to our
dealings with other people.




Live the Greatest
Command




Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees
got together. 3> One of them, an expert in the law, tested him
with this question: 3®“Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?” 3/ Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ 28 This is the first and greatest commandment. 3°
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 4° All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”



Established by and
used by God




Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established.
The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those
who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be
free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and



he will commend you. #For he is God’s servant to do you good.
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword
for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer. > Therefore, it is necessary to
submit to the authorities, not only because of possible
punishment but also because of conscience. °This is also why
you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give
their full time to governing. ’ Give everyone what you owe him:



Romans 13:1-7

If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect,
then respect; if honor, then honor.



Christian Civic Tension




Romans 13:10

Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law.



Discerning Allegiance




Acts 5:29

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather
than men!”



Philippians 3:20

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.



Two Kingdoms Statements - 1

The goal of the kingdom of God's left hand is to maintain as
much outward peace as possible in a sinful world and to

provide for the necessities that preserve the life (the time of
grace) of the residents of this world.



Two Kingdoms Statements - 2

In God's earthly kingdom, the kingdom of his left hand, we live
under the God-established authorities in a particular country,
and within that country we participate in other institutions of
this world such as the workplace. As we live out our callings in
the kingdom of this world, we work for the outward peace and
bodily welfare of our neighbors. In the kingdom of heaven, the
kingdom of his right hand, we live under Christ as our head and
seek to advance the cause of his saving kingdom.



Two Kingdoms Statements - 3

In God's earthly kingdom, the kingdom of his left hand, we live
under the God-established authorities in a particular country,
and within that country we participate in other institutions of
this world such as the workplace. As we live out our callings in
the kingdom of this world, we work for the outward peace and
bodily welfare of our neighbors. In the kingdom of heaven, the
kingdom of his right hand, we live under Christ as our head and
seek to advance the cause of his saving kingdom.



Two Kingdoms Statements - 4

Reason and conscience are the tools God has given us when we
are serving in a calling where he is seeking to bless people with
earthly peace, order, and provision. It is very important that we
do not confuse the tools God has given us by failing to ask
ourselves in which kingdom we are serving as we carry out a
particular calling in life. While it is true that the Christian’s
conscience and reason have a huge advantage because they are
instructed by God's revealed Word and empowered by his



Two Kingdoms Statements - 4

gospel, yet, when we are carrying out the duties of our callings
in the kingdom of his world, the kingdom of his left hand, we
operate by reason and conscience, not by quoting chapter and
verse of the Bible. Why is that? When we are operating in the
kingdom of God's left hand, if we use the Word of God as a tool
of outward coercion, we unintentionally end up distorting the
chief purpose for which God gave his Word. God did not give his
Word primarily to get us to do the right outward things (that is



Two Kingdoms Statements - 4

Pharisaism). Rather, he gave his Word to lead hearts to
repentance and faith in his Son. If Christians in their assigned
tasks in their kingdom of power callings (for example in
government or in positions of leadership in the workplace) try
to use the Word to compel an unbelieving world to outward
obedience to God's will, we are in grave danger of teaching
unbelievers that what God is most concerned about is their
outward compliance with earthly laws. We would be operating



Two Kingdoms Statements - 4

in God's kingdom of power (where outward peace and earthly
blessings are the goal) with the tool God designed to be used in

his kingdom of grace (where the emphasis is on imparting to
our hearts his eternal blessings).



Two Kingdoms Statements - 5

As Christians, we know in our hearts that things are vastly
different in many ways from what God designed this world to
be. And we know that the structures of this world that deal only
with the outward things of this life never will get to the heart of
what truly troubles us. Yet, that doesn’'t mean we retreat from
taking part in government or the other structures of this world
just because they are messy. God has called us to be salt and
light in the midst of the darkness and decay of the world. When



Two Kingdoms Statements - 5

we involve ourselves in callings from God in the kingdom of his
left hand, we are doing godly work as his representatives by
preserving as best as possible in a sinful world a semblance of
order and seeing to it that greed and corruption don't rob
people of having their earthly needs met.



Two Kingdoms Statements - 6

It will not always be easily or immediately clear to us in those
difficult situations what the most loving course of action would be.
(In a perfect world, there would be no such challenges brought on
by sin.) In fact, part of the messiness may mean that, in our
responsibilities in our callings in the kingdom of God's left hand, we
may seem for a time for our neighbors’ good to be acting in a way
that is in violation of a particular principle of God’s will. We do that
even though in our hearts our Spirit-created new self still delights
in that principle.



Citizens of Heaven

Vocation, Neighbor Love,
and the Two Kingdoms

Christians are called to love their
neighbor in all vocations.
Gospel is the church’s mission;

the state maintaining order.
Confusion of these roles leads to
spiritual and societal harm.




Take-Home Practice

Consider Matthew 22:39 daily.
Identify one neighbor who is
overlooked or underserved and
serve them in a simple, concrete

way.

Pray, “Lord, help me love this
person not as a project, but a
neighbor to love and care for.
Amen.”




