Citizens of Heaven

Vocation, Neighbor Love, and the Two Kingdoms

Matthew 22:34-40 — Live the Greatest Command

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 3> One of them, an expert in
the law, tested him with this question: 3¢ “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 3’
Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’
38This is the first and greatest commandment. 3° And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” 42 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

1. In Matthew 22:37-38, Jesus names love for God as the greatest commandment of all the many great
and glorious commands he’s given. How does love for God define and enhance other loves without
eliminating them?

2. Jesus pairs love for God with love for neighbor in Matthew 22:39 and this is one of the main themes
of 1 John. Love for neighbor is a reflection of love for God and vice versa. What does this strong
connection teach us about how faith shows up in everyday life?

3. All the Law and Prophets hang on these two commandments as Jesus says in Matthew 22:40. How
does this simplify and deepen the calling God’s given as Christ followers?

Romans 13:1-7 — Established by and used by God

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, he who
rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.
Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend
you. “For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. ®
Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also
because of conscience. ®This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give
their full time to governing. ’ Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue,
then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

4. Romans 13:1 says the governing authorities are established by God. How does God use earthly
governments without making them divine in themselves?

5. According to Romans 13:3-4, what specific purpose does government serve? What responsibilities
are named? Which are not?



6. Romans 13 never calls the state a source of salvation or hope. How does that silence help us
understand the limits of political authority and our allegiance to it?

When might civic duty and neighbor love come into tension for a
Christian?

7. Romans 13:10 says, “Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”
How does love for a neighbor directly challenge blind obedience or uncritical loyalty?

8. Can you think of situations where following rules might result in harm to others? How does Scripture
guide us in those moments?

9. How does Jesus’ ministry, marked by compassion rather than control, shape how Christians navigate
complex civic responsibilities?

What helps us discern when allegiance to Christ must override

allegiances to country?

10. In Acts 5:29, the apostles say, “We must obey God rather than men!” What kind of conflicts prompts
such a statement?

11. Philippians 3:20 reminds us that our citizenship is in heaven. How does this reframe patriotism as
penultimate rather than ultimate? And when it becomes ultimate, what commandment is broken?

12. Let’s give our attention to the slides to work through and react to some statements about how
Christians understand and conduct life in the two kingdoms. But first, what is meant by “the two
kingdoms?”



