Citizens of Heaven

e Our True Homeland -




When you think about the concept of “home”

what do you think of? Why can it be difficult to
apply that concept of home to heaven?




Press on toward the goal




Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been
made perfect, but | press on to take hold of that for which

Christ Jesus took hold of me. '3 Brothers, | do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, '*| press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus. > All of us who are mature should
take such a view of things. And if on some point you think



differently, that too God will make clear to you. '® Only let us live
up to what we have already attained. '/ Join with others in
following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live
according to the pattern we gave you. '® For, as | have often told
you before and now say again even with tears, many live as
enemies of the cross of Christ. '° Their destiny is destruction,
their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame.
Their mind is on earthly things. 2° But our citizenship is in



Philippians 3:12-21

heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord
Jesus Christ, 2" who, by the power that enables him to bring
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so
that they will be like his glorious body.



Store up true treasure




“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 2° But
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and
steal. 2! For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your
whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is



Matthew 6:19-21

darkness, how great is that darkness! #* No one can serve two
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve both God and Money.”



|dentities vying for
loyalty




If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the
flesh, | have more: > circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;
in regard to the law, a Pharisee; ° as for zeal, persecuting the
church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. / But whatever
was to my profit | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8
What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for



Philippians 3:4-9

whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them rubbish, that |
may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes
from God and is by faith.



Colossians 3:3

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.



Heaven-minded
thoughts lead to godly
public actions




John 18:36

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants
would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is
from another place.”



Romans 13:1

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there
is not authority except that which God has established. The authorities
that exist have been established by God.



Acts 5:29

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
men!”



Citizens of Heaven

Our True Homeland

“Our citizenship is in heaven”
means our values flow from
Christ’'s kingdom.

Earthly status, wealth, and

national identity are temporary.
Heavenly allegiance changes how
we use our time, resources, and
influence.




Take-Home Practice

Read Matthew 6:20 slowly each
morning.
Ask, “What does my heart

instinctively defend or fear losing?”
Pray Philippians 3:20, thanking
GOd that your truest home is
secure in Christ.




