Citizens of Heaven

Our True Homeland

Introduction

=  When you think about the concept of “home” what do you think of? Why can it be difficult to
apply that concept of home to heaven?

Philippians 3:12-21 — Press on toward the goal

Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but | press on to take hold
of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 1*1 press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. *> All of us who
are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God
will make clear to you. 6 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 17 Join with others in
following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.
B For, as | have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ. ¥° Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame.
Their mind is on earthly things. 2° But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2! who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control,
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

1. Paul compares the heavenly mindset to an earthly one. What kinds of things tend to dominate an
earthly mindset?

2. How might comfort, power, and security function as modern objects of devotion like those whose
god is their stomach?

3. Pride is taken in what should bring shame, as v. 19 says. How can loyalty to earthly systems or
symbols slowly reshape our moral instincts and responses?

4. What contrast is drawn in v. 20? What do those whose citizenship is in heaven do and why?

Matthew 6:19-21 — Store up true treasure
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. 2° But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2! For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also. 22 The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23
But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness,
how great is that darkness! 2* No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”
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5. In Matthew 6:19, Jesus says not to store up treasures for ourselves on earth, but what makes the
stuff of the earth so compelling and convincing to have and hoard?

6. Heavenly treasure is never destroyed or taken, it never even tarnishes. How does this permanence
change the way we evaluate success and loss in this life?

7. Jesus links and treasure with the heart in v. 21. What does this connection suggest about love vs.
logic shaping our allegiances?

8. Jesus’ teaching challenges directly the assumption that faith exists to protect or preserve earthly
prosperity. When do we have a hard time accepting that truth?

What “passports” or identities do you carry? Which seek to claim

your loyalty most strongly?

9. Paul listed his impressive credentials in Philippians 3:4-8. Why do you think he came to consider
these things loss?

10. What types of identity markers tend to give people a sense of righteousness, belonging, or moral
superiority in our time today?

11. In Colossians 3:3, Paul says our lives are hidden with Christ in God. How does a hidden identity differ
from one that demands constant public affirmation?

12. When competing entities make demands to takeover our identity, how can we discern which ones
are shaping our hopes, fears, or angers most strongly?

How might thinking of heaven as your primary homeland change your
public actions?

13. Above we talked about eagerly awaiting a Savior from heaven. How does waiting for Jesus keep us
steady through the panics and urgencies (legit or not) of daily life?

14. In John 18:36, Jesus says his kingdom isn’t rooted in earthly power structures. How should that
affect how Christians engage in public life?

15. Romans 13:1 calls believers to respect the governing authorities. Acts 5:29 tells us to obey God
rather than people. How do these two passages point to orderly, but limited, earthly allegiance?

16. If heaven’s our homeland, how are we freed to serve faithfully without needing control, dominance,
or cultural victory?



