Lesson 5

Sacrifices

Worship

Read responsively these selected verses from Psalm 145.

(According to the temple liturgy, this psalm was used twice in the morning and once at night during temple
worship.)

Leader: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.
Group: The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.

L: The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.
G: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all
generations.

L: The LorbD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.
G: The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.

Introduction

A flight simulator reproduces conditions that pilots might face on the job. This allows them to get hands-on
experience without exposing them to unnecessary risks. The sacrifices that God commanded his Old
Testament people to perform worked in a similar way. These sacrifices simulated a solution to the life-
threatening condition of sin: a person sinned; the blood of an innocent animal was shed; God’s anger was
deflected.

This simulated solution continued for 1,500 years until finally Jesus “climbed into the cockpit,” navigated
through the turbulence of temptation, and—while carrying our cargo of sin—landed safely on the other side
of death and judgment in order to present us with salvation.

Leviticus chapters 1 through 7 serve as a single unit containing God’s instructions about offerings—what
offerings to bring, how to bring them, and why the people should bring them.

In this lesson we will focus on this section of God’s law.

Studying God’s Word

A New Ordinance
Read Deuteronomy 12:1-14.

1. Although God’s people had sacrificed burnt offerings before, what was to be different from this time
on? The Israelites were to present their offerings at one central worship location.



2. What sacred silhouette might this new ordinance provide? (See Acts 4:12.) Just as there was only one
place for the Israelites to “get right” with God so there is only one place where the world can find
salvation—in Jesus.

The Beneficiaries
Read Numbers 15:22-25,30,31.

3. Who benefited from the sacrifices? Only penitent believers benefited from the sacrifices. The sacrifices
were for unintentional sins (“oops” sins). They were not for those who hardened their hearts against the
Lord as Pharaoh did. Nor would the sacrifices help those who offered them in a merely ritualistic,
external way (Amos 5:21,22). In that case, performing sacrifices became work-righteousness.

4. What sacred silhouette do you see in the beneficiaries of the Old Testament sacrifices? (See Hebrews
10:26-31.) Only penitent believers, not those who harden their hearts through unbelief or unholy living,
will benefit from Jesus’ saving blood.

5. According to Mosaic Law, what are the five basic sacrifices God expected his people to make? t:

Burnt Offerings and Express the Covenant

Felowship Offerings Relationship

Sin Offering and Guilt [Restore the Covenant

Offerings Relationship

Non-bloody Grain Offerings Express Thanksgiving

6. Providing a sacrifice was not an inexpensive proposition. How does the high cost of making a proper
sacrifice provide sacred silhouettes for the Israelites and for us? Was a reminder that our redemption
came at a high price (Although God expected the best The materials for the sacrifices were not exotic
(most objects came from the farm), but they were to be the best an Israelite had An animal sacrifice
from the flock—offerings were never wild animals, except for birds—was quite an expense since the
entire animal was to be offered and meat was a luxury. God wanted to teach his people the total
dedication he wanted from them, as well as to know that the cost of getting right with God was not
cheap. Paul expressed this principle in 1 Corinthians 6:20: “You were bought at a price. Therefore
honor God with your body.” Note: Although God expected the best in offerings, he did allow for
proportionate giving among his people.

“Olah” (Burnt Offering)
Read Leviticus 1:1-9.

7. What were the six steps to follow when offering a bloody sacrifice? This applied to all of the four
bloody sacrifices.

Bloody Sacrifices

a. The animal was brought to the altar.

b. It was then leaned upon (either by the priest or by the one bringing the offering) to show that the
animal belonged to the worshiper and was going to be taking his or her place. It also was a picture of
sins being transferred (especially onto the scapegoat on the Day of Atonement).

c. The animal was slain.
d. The blood was sprinkled, poured, smeared, dashed, or “put” on the altar of burnt offering.
e. The animal (or part of it) was burned on the altar of burnt offering.

f. The rest of the animal was disposed of. Sometimes the priests ate the meat; at other times the worshiper
ate some of the meat. In the case of the burnt offering, only the hide was salvaged and given to the
priests so they could sell it.

8. The burnt offering was a general act of worship expressing complete commitment to God. What sacred
silhouette do you see in the burnt offering? (See Ephesians 5:2.) Just as the animal was totally given
over to God so we will want to give our lives in service to God. We do this because Jesus gave his life
for us.



The “Zevkah Shelameem” (Fellowship Offering)
Read Leviticus 3:1-5 and 7:11-20,28-34.

God gave the fellowship offering to give the Israelites a way of expressing the communion that existed
between God and his people. After their sins had been taken away, God invited his people to eat with him.

9. What were the three categories of fellowship offerings? (See Leviticus 7:11 and following.) The thank
offering was an expression of thanks for specific blessings already received. For example, Hannah
offered a fellowship offering upon the birth of Samuel (1 Samuel 1:24-28). The votive offering was
made upon completion of a vow. The freewill offering was made at a time of general thanksgiving.

10. What sacred silhouettes do you see in the fellowship offering? (See Matthew 26:26-29.) The fellowship
offering reminds us of the Lord’s Supper, in which we not only receive the forgiveness of sins but also
share a heavenly meal that foreshadows the meal we’ll share with God in heaven. See 1 Corinthians
10:17,18. In the fellowship offering, no one who was ceremonially unclean was allowed to partake of
the meal. If they did, they were to be cut off from their people (Leviticus 7:19-21). In the same way,
the Lord’s Supper is not open to everyone. Only those who are properly prepared should be admitted to
the Lord’s Table lest they eat and drink to their own judgment (1 Corinthians 11:28-30).

The “Khattat” (Sin Offering)
Read Leviticus 4:1-3 and 5:1-5.

The sin offering was a mandatory atonement offering to be made for specific sins of ignorance and
weakness.

For example, a sin offering was to be offered by a woman when she came for purification. It was not
required because she had committed a sin in the sense we usually use that word, but because she came into
the Lord’s presence while she was yet ceremonially unclean. That was her sin under the Old Covenant.
Since the fall into sin, childbirth itself had been affected by God’s curse on this world, and therefore those
associated with it had to be purified.

11. What sacred silhouettes do you see in the sin offering? (See Hebrews 13:11,12; 1 John 1:7.)
Throughout the New Testament, the sin offering is used as a picture of Christ—his blood purifies us
before God. What does the sin offering say about excuses we often make for our sins: “I didn’t mean
to!” or “I didn’t know it was wrong!”? Whether we meant to sin or not is irrelevant. Sin is sin and must
be paid for. Whoever becomes associated with the impurity of this sinful world must be purified.

The “Asham” (Guilt Offering)
Read Leviticus 5:14-16 and 6:1-7.

The guilt offering was required for sins against the “holy things,” and for deception, fraud, theft, and
misappropriation of property and lying about it under oath. One not only had to make the offering but also
had to make restitution for the sin.

For example, in regard to the Lord’s “holy things,” perhaps an inappropriate animal was brought to be
sacrificed, a tithe hadn’t been given to the Lord, or one had come to the tabernacle when he was
ceremonially unclean. In those cases, a guilt offering was required. This offering was one of the offerings to
be made by a cleansed leper (Leviticus 14:12), perhaps because he had been unable to come to the Lord’s
house during the time of his infection. (We again see that it doesn’t matter if these sins were committed
unintentionally. A sacrifice was still needed to take away the sin.)

In some cases, restitution was required. For example, if a person had stolen a hundred shekels from his
neighbor, he would not only have to make a sacrifice for that sin but he would also have to repay the
amount plus an additional 20 percent. Making amends taught the people that sin is a debt, not just against
God but against one’s brother or sister as well.

12. What sacred silhouettes do you see in the guilt offering? (See Psalm 51:4; Matthew 5:23,24; and Luke
19:8.) Even our sins against others ultimately are sins vs God and demand a payment (cf. Ps. 51:4)
While every sin we commit is against God, he also wants us to make amends with those whom we’ve
hurt with our sins. In the New Testament, Zacchaeus serves as an example of what it means to bring



forth the fruits of repentance. He not only vowed to stop his cheating way of life, he also promised to
pay back with interest what he had stolen (Luke 19:8).

The “Minkah” (Grain Offering)
Read Leviticus 2:1-3,11-13.

The grain offering allowed the Israelites to show thanks for the daily bread God had provided. The grain
offering included more than grain. Minkah is Hebrew for “dedicated gift” and would have included olive
oil, wine, grapes, grain, wafers, and bread.

The sacred silhouettes of salt and incense, and the absence of yeast and honey in the grain offering, are
more a matter of conjecture than those of the bloody offerings.

The addition of salt and incense may have symbolized the bond that existed between worshipers and God.
While the absence of yeast and honey may have symbolized that worshipers were to be free from
corruption.

Salt was a preserving agent, and therefore it might have been added to the grain sacrifices to remind
worshipers that they were in a state of preservation (under God’s umbrella of grace). It may have also
reminded them of their obligation to be a preserving agent for the world (see Matthew 5:13,14). Or since
the eating of salt was done to establish friendship in Bible times, perhaps God wanted his people to
understand that friendship with him had been solidified through the sacrifice.

The addition of incense may have reminded worshipers that their prayers ascended to heaven with the
smoke of the sacrifice (Psalm 141:2).

Honey and yeast were things that “corrupted” other things and so may have reminded the Israelites that they
were not to be corrupted or to corrupt others.

Summary

The sacrifices pointed to the seriousness of sin. All the animal sacrifices pointed ahead to the sacrifice that
Jesus would make on our behalf. Therefore, they not only underscored God’s seriousness about the sins we
commit, but they underscored his love in that he resolved to offer his Son as the ultimate sacrifice for the
sins of the world.



