
Lesson 4 

The Priesthood 

Worship 

Read responsively these selected verses from Hebrews 9:11-14.  

(These words remind us that Jesus is the greatest High Priest.)  

Leader: When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 

Group: He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy 

Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  

L: The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially 

unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  

G: How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 

may serve the living God! 

Introduction 

A person is ill advised to represent himself in court. Some people do it, but they often get themselves into 

more trouble as a result. They may not know the laws or the way the court functions.  

In the same way, God wanted his people to know that they could not approach him without a lawyer, or 

mediator. In Old Testament times the priests were the mediators between God and his people. In this lesson 

we will see how the priesthood served as a sacred silhouette for the ultimate mediator between God and us: 

Jesus Christ.  

Studying God’s Word 

The Need for a Mediator  

Read Exodus 20:18,19. 

1. Why, at Mount Sinai, did the Israelites insist that Moses, not God, speak to them? They realized that if 

God continued to speak to them directly, they would die. They needed someone to go between them 

and God, lest God destroy them. 

 

A Mediator Chosen  

Read Exodus 32:25-29. 

 2. What tribe rallied to Moses after the golden calf incident and so was chosen to serve in the full-time 

ministry throughout the Old Testament? The tribe of Levi.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Why is it amazing that Aaron was chosen to be the high priest? Aaron had been a chief figure in the 

golden calf incident! See Numbers 18:7: “But only you [Aaron] and your sons may serve as priests in 

connection with everything at the altar and inside the curtain. I am giving you the service of the 

priesthood as a gift.” Aaron’s sin in making the golden calf must have made him appreciate the fact 

that he did not earn or deserve the high priesthood.  God’s grace to Aaron and to us.  

 

The Levites and Their Duties 

Read Numbers 4:15,24-26,29-32. 

Below are descriptions of the Levites and their duties. 

 

The three clans of Levi: The Levites did not wear separate garments like the priests, but they were 

consecrated for their work.  

 4. Who were they? Gershon, Kohath, and Merari were sons of Levi, and their families made up the three 

Levite clans. Aaron was descended from Kohath, and only men from Aaron’s clan could serve as 

priests. 

 

Transporting the tabernacle: In the wilderness, when the pillar of cloud moved (Numbers 4:5-19) and the 

people of Israel were directed to a new settlement, the Levites cared for the tabernacle. 

 

 5. Describe the duties of each clan. The Kohathites transported the sacred vessels (the lamps, table for 

bread, etc.), but only after these items had been covered with hides by the priests. The priests 

themselves carried the ark of the covenant at the head of the procession.  

 

The Gershonites handled the curtains, though not the curtain that hung between the Holy Place and the Holy 

of Holies. This was used to cover the ark for transporting. (See Numbers 4:5.)  

 

The Merarites were in charge of the posts on which the curtains hung, tent frames, and all the tenting 

equipment. 

 

Service in Israel’s worship life: The choir members led tabernacle and temple worship. This work was 

highly organized under David and Samuel and later under Solomon. The gatekeepers were in charge of 

temple security and monitored who went in and out. They were also in charge of baking the bread that was 

to go in the tabernacle.  

 

Service in Israel’s everyday life: The Levites had the responsibility of teaching the people in the villages the 

laws of Moses. They also had the responsibility to hear cases involving the law (which, of course, covered 

every area of the people’s lives) and to render decisions. 

 

How did the Levites make a living? They had no land, but were given 48 cities in the promised land.  

They received the redemption money from firstborn children; they received some of meat and most of the 

grain from the sacrifices.  The 10% tithe went to Levites, widows and the poor.  

 

Sacred Silhouettes From the Priesthood 

 6. The priesthood provided God’s Old Testament people, and us, with sacred silhouettes of Jesus. Read 

the following passages and discuss these silhouettes. 

 • Hebrews 4:15; 5:1,2 Just like the priests, Jesus is human and therefore is able to represent humanity 

before God. He can also empathize with the people he serves. 

 • Hebrews 7:23-25 Just as the priests prayed for the people so Jesus prays for us. (See also John 17:20)  

and following 

 • Hebrews 7:26,27 Just as the priests offered sacrifices for the people so Jesus offered himself as the 

sacrifice for the whole world. 



 • Matthew 5:1,2 Priests, and Jesus taught people the Word.  

 

 • Mark 10:15,16 Priests, and Jesus blessed the people.  

  
 7. Compare Leviticus 21:7,13-15 to Ephesians 5:25-27. Can you see a connection between a high priest’s 

bride and the bride of Christ? Just as a high priest could only marry a virgin (someone not “defiled”) so 

Jesus first cleansed the church before taking her as his bride. 

 

 

 8. Can you find a sacred silhouette in Leviticus 21:16-23?  Just as no “blemished” Levite could serve as 

priest before the Lord so only an unblemished Jesus could represent us before God. 

 

 9. The priests were to wear three white linen garments—their undergarment, headband, and tunic were all 

white (Exodus 28:40-43). What sacred silhouette might the priests’ clothing give us? The white tunic 

may have foreshadowed the white robes God’s saints in heaven wear. (See Revelation 7:9,13,14.) 

They are white because they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, and therefore they are pure. 

 

 

10. The high priest wore the same garments as regular priests. He also wore a blue robe with a fringe of 

gold bells and pomegranates, an ephod, a gold plate inscribed “Holy to the LORD,” a breastplate with 

gemstones inscribed with the names of the 12 tribes, and on his shoulders onyx stones inscribed with 

the names of the 12 tribes. What sacred silhouettes might the high priest’s clothing offer? (Hint: See 

Revelation 21:19,20.) The priest “represented” the tribes; Jesus “represents” us.  The gems remind us 

of gems in the foundation of heaven.  The OT believers were precious to God, and therefore near to the 

heart of the high priest.  God’s people are still precious to God.  Why the bells? To let the people 

know that the priest was active and not dead, in the presence of God.  (serious work)  

 

 11. The priests were not only set apart by their dress, they were also set apart by the things that they were to 

avoid: 

 

 • Leviticus 10:9 No alcohol while on duty  

 

 • Leviticus 21:1 No contact with corpses, with some exceptions (parents, siblings, etc.) 

 

 • Leviticus 21:5 Shaving, the priests were not to shave heads, trim beards, or cut themselves, because 

this is what was done in Canaanite mourning rituals. 

 

 • Leviticus 21:10 The high priest was to avoid making public displays of grief. 

 

12. What do you think is pictured by the many special laws regarding things the high priest was to avoid? 

In order for him to do the work of being our mediator before God, our Great High Priest needed to be 

holy, set apart from sinners. It is clear that the Old Testament priesthood was only an imperfect picture 

of Christ. For example, the priests could not make others holy through marriage, but Christ has made 

us holy and fit to be his bride (Ephesians 5:25-27). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary 

The priesthood served as a sacred silhouette of Jesus, our perfect High Priest. Like the Old Testament 

priests, he is able to sympathize with our weaknesses because he was “tempted in every way, just as we 

are—yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Like the Old Testament priests, Jesus represents humanity 

before God. He teaches us, blesses us, and prays for us. He also offered a single sacrifice, himself, for the 

world. Because of Jesus, we can approach God’s throne with confidence, knowing that we will not find 

judgment there, but mercy and grace. 

 

 


