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Bible Skeptics Talking to Christians (pages 149-201)

“How can two sincere Christians both read the same passage, and each comes up with a completely
different understanding? Isn’t the Holy Spirit at work in both of these Christians? So how do we know
whose understanding is correct? Or maybe truth has more than one side, and both are correct.” The
church has always struggled to ensure that what it teaches is what God’s Word says. In recent years, this
struggle has become even more intense. There are now many who falsely believe that the world evolved
through natural processes and continues to evolve. They also believe that the Bible and its teachings have
evolved. Such thinking can lead to questioning whether everything our church leaders tell us is really
what God wants us to hear or what they want us to hear for the sake of their institutions and power. In
this section we will answer two very important questions:

e How can we know for sure that we are correctly understanding the Bible?
e How do we know if the words we read in the Bible are still true and correct?

How can we know for sure that we are correctly understanding the Bible?

What Bible skeptics say:

When we read about controversial subjects that interest us, we usually read material written by people
with similar opinions as ourselves. Even if we study material from different perspectives, most of us fail
to identify and overcome our hidden biases. However, we should not be discouraged by complex

problems.
—David
Quick to Listen, p. 151

In short, it [the Bible] is a kind of Rorschach inkblot test. It can appear to be whatever the beholder wants
it to be. If you want to own slaves, the Bible can support you; if you want to emancipate slaves, the Bible
can support you; if you want to persecute homosexuals, the Bible can support you; if you want to fight for
gay equality, the Bible can support you. Are you looking for guidance regarding abortion? gun control?
women’s rights? democracy? how to deal with a witch? Whatever your position on whatever topic, the
Bible can support you. That could be one of the secrets of its success, if numbers of copies is a measure of

success.

—Richard
Quick to Listen, p. 164

We can agree with David that “most of us fail to identify and overcome our hidden biases.” The problem is how
do we know which of our biases are true. If we have hidden false biases, how do we identify and overcome them
so that the false biases aren’t causing us to see what we want to see?



What the Bible says:

1. Read Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 9:10; and Proverbs 1:7. What is to be our starting point or bias so
that we correctly understand what God tells us in his Word? The fear of the Lord! (To have a proper
understanding of Scripture requires a proper attitude toward God. What is meant by “the fear of the Lord?”

2. Read Luke 12:4-6. Compare the things most people fear to that which Jesus says we should fear.

Most are afraid of not having enough or of what people with power might do to them. Of what should we be
afraid? Because God is holy, we should fear his anger at our sins. But as we will see in the next passages, there’s
more to the fear of the Lord than being afraid of his just judgments.

3. In each of the following passages, what wisdom or understanding is given along with the fear of
the Lord so that our fear is also a healthy awe and respect? Pick out key phrases that underscore
the reasons for this awe and respect.

Psalm 111:7-10

God is faithful (to his promises). His precepts (words, principles) are true and trustworthy. God provided
redemption through Jesus. He established his covenant. He is holy and awesome. All these qualities lead us to
fear, love and trust God and his Word.

Proverbs 9:10-12

Knowing the “Holy One” (Jesus) is critical to our understanding. As we know him better through his Word, we
know God’s heart and understand his ways better, which guide us safely through this life. However, following
his ways doesn’t guarantee we’ll have a long life and no troubles. God’s ways are good and wise. They do bring
his natural blessings—when they are followed. Yet our times are in his hands. He decides what blessings are best
for us and when it’s best to take us to our heavenly home. Note the warning in verse 12 that those who scoff at
these things will bear the consequences for doing so.

Proverbs 1:1-7

The fear of the Lord includes his wisdom and instruction—understanding how to act and live sensibly with good
judgment and foresight and recognizing the need to keep growing in our understanding of even the hard truths
in the Bible (“proverbs, puzzling statements, and the thought-provoking words of the wise” [verse 6]).

4. Read Psalm 119:113-120. What results in our lives when we possess the fear of the Lord and
knowledge of his Holy One?

We hate hypocrisy, (2-faced) but we hide in Jesus for all the times we’ve been hypocrites (verses 113-114). We
try to avoid evil influences and instead guard his Word in our hearts so that we believe it and live it (verse 115).
We constantly ask God to help us so that we keep on believing it and living it (verses 116-117). But we also still
have our sinful nature, so we fear his judgments on sin and continually cling to our Savior (verses 118-120).

Here is a summary of our bias. All of God’s Word is forever trustworthy. We are sinners who deserve
God’s condemnation, but God sent his “Holy One” to be holy and suffer condemnation in everyone’s place.
Through faith in Jesus and what he did for us, we are forgiven children of God and heirs of eternal life.
This moves us to fear, love, and trust in him above all things. When we do, we are well on our way to
correctly understanding the Bible. Earlier we read Richard’s observation that the Bible is used to support
anything and everything. Through the lens of our bias, we see the Bible’s true purpose, which is both
clear and unchanging. This bias is not something we came up with. The Holy Spirit works it within us as
we read God’s Word, for this bias permeates the Word.



5. Read Luke 24:44. What is the purpose of the Old Testament? To point people to Jesus, the Messiah.
It’s worth noting that “the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms” are the three parts of the Old
Testament as it was divided in Jesus’ day. These three parts make up the same 39 books of our Old Testament.
Whether through narratives, prophecies, or laws, all of the Old Testament pointed to Christ, who was coming!

6. Read ]John 20:30-31. What is the purpose of the New Testament? Its purpose is to show that Jesus is the
promised Christ and that we have life (here and hereafter) in his name. His name includes everything he did
and said and everything that has been said about him.

7. Read 2 Timothy 3:15 and Revelation 14:7. What is the purpose of both testaments? To make us wise
for salvation because judgment is coming! And just to be clear, how to lose weight, how to make investments,
how to predict the exact day of Jesus’ return, etc., are not purposes of the Bible. Looking for such things are
improper biases.

8. Read Hebrews 13:8 and Matthew 5:17-18. What do these passages tell us about the Bible? Why
might some people find that disconcerting? Why do we find comfort in this truth? GThe Bible doesn’t
need to be brought “up to date.” God never changes, and so will neither his law nor his promises until all is
fulfilled when Christ returns on the Last Day. A comfort for those looking forward to his return; a terror for those
who aren’t.

9. Read John 14:6. People have long attempted to change God’s Word to suit their own fancy. Why is
this so tragic? The more we change his word, the greater the chance we lose Jesus, the ONLY WAY to haven.
The fear of the Lord, in the full sense of the term, moves us to want to know exactly what God has to say to us
without adding, subtracting, or changing a thing through our interpretation of it.

We can be sure that we correctly understand the Bible by following these basic rules of interpretation,
which we naturally follow in reading any document.

e Welookata word’s meaning in its context and grammar, taking each word literally unless the
context indicates that it’s to be taken figuratively.

e We understand the figures of speech figuratively. Figures of speech are simile, metaphor,
personification, anthropomorphism, hyperbole, metonymy, and synecdoche.

e We compare one section with another when both are on the same topic.

e Some narratives are descriptive. They describe what someone did, which isn’t necessarily what
we should be doing. Other narratives are prescriptive and tell us what we should be doing. We
know which narratives are prescriptive from context and the fact that they are repeated in
other places in the Bible.

e When the Scriptures clearly state two opposites, we are to believe both.

An example of two opposites in the Bible is the doctrine of election: our salvation is all God’s doing, but we also
have the responsibility to watch and pray so that we do not fall away.

By following these rules of interpretation through the lens of the fear of the Lord, diverse people achieve
the unity of beliefs that God wants all Christians to have. Paul writes, “I am making an appeal to you using
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I ask that you all express the same view and not have any divisions
among you, but that you be joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians
1:10).



When there is disunity in beliefs, that is neither God’s will nor his fault. The fear of the Lord never moves anyone
to agree to disagree. On the other hand, by following those rules of interpretation, which the apostles also
followed, we will all have the same faith as the apostles—and the same ending!

Catholic theologians will claim to follow the same rules of interpretation, but they add another point.
They say the pope is the final interpreter of the Scriptures, so then Bible teachings are added to,
subtracted from, or changed. Liberal theologians also claim to follow the same rules of interpretation, but
they add another point as well. They say the revelation of the Bible must be discovered by interpreting
through the worldview lens of its first recipients. In this way, liberal theologians feel justified in adding,
subtracting, or changing one Bible teaching after another. What they fail to understand is that the Bible is
God’s revelation. Beginning with Genesis, God revealed his eternal plans for us by gradually pulling back
the curtain to reveal more and more information about himself for us—until Christ came and caused the
New Testament to be written. Thus the Old Testament adds depth to our understanding of the New
Testament, and the New Testament adds fullness to our understanding of the Old Testament. For an
example of this, see Luke 24:13-27. Jesus on the road to Emmaus)

Since everything is riding on what God wants us to know and believe, we have to ask this next question:

How do we know if the words we read in the Bible are still true and
correct?

10. Read 2 Peter 1:20-21. How can we be sure the eyewitnesses remembered correctly?Each account is
not the writer’s interpretation of the events. Rather, it’s the Holy Spirit’s explanation of the events. It should be
noted that many things in the Bible were not observed by anyone but were revealed by God himself. This would
include, for example, creation, the law, the prophecies about Christ, and so on.

11.Read 1 Corinthians 2:13. How can we be sure the writers’ descriptions are accurate? The Holy Spirit
guided the writers so that each one used the exact words to express the exact thought God wanted us to have.

12. How can we be sure the Bible texts we have are the same as the originals?

We have 1000’s more manuscripts than any other ancient book. (.1% of variants are worthy of footnotes);
Meticulous copying. Jesus’ promise in Mark

Closing Thought

This study will not take away everyone’s doubts about the Bible. Doubts may haunt us for as long as we
live; that is, for as long as we have our sinful nature. Nevertheless, this study does show us how to
overcome whatever doubts come our way: Fear God and turn to his Word! Jesus promised, “If you remain

in my word, you are really my disciples. You will also know the truth, and the truth will set you free”
(John 8:31b-32).

Give participants the opportunity to raise questions or objections that may still cause doubts. The authority of
the Scriptures is a doctrine that Satan has successfully undermined, especially among the younger generations.
Be patient as you answer questions, applying the Scriptures so the Holy Spirit can work in their hearts.

So Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do not want to leave too, do you?”
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that
you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:67-69)



