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Friends and Members of the LGBTQ Community
Talking to Christians (pages 203-258)

Why? Why are some attracted to others of the same sex? Is it heredity or environment,
or a combination? Maybe the best answer is “could be.” Rick is a good argument for
same-sex attraction being hereditary. Read his comment on page 205, the fourth
paragraph. Eileen is a good argument for same-sex attraction being something a person
grows into. All her married life, she felt like something was missing, and only when she
was with another woman did she find the life of love, laughter, and acceptance that she
had always craved. Doesn’t everyone want that—a life of love, laughter, and acceptance?
Yet the desire for it can be so much greater and the resources to achieve it so much less
for those who have been abused by the very people they should have been able to look
up to and trust. Is this perhaps why abuse victims, in searching for love, laughter, and
acceptance, sometimes experiment with being gay? There’s no scientific way of
knowing, and everyone’s story is different. So how do we get to the heart of how and
why friends and members of the LGBTQ community feel as they do? God’s Word gives us
the wisdom. But first we have to understand our own searches for a life of love, laughter,
and acceptance. We will focus on this by answering two important questions:

* Why does God let us be tempted?
* How does God help us overcome our temptations?

Why does God let us be tempted?

1. Read James 1:13-14 and Ephesians 2:1-2. What truths do we learn about our

temptations from these verses?
God is never the source of temptation. Temptations come from the Devil (“the spirit now at work”), the world
and our sinful natures.

2. James lays the burden of guilt on us, on our desires. Why is this true, even when we are
going along with the world or when the temptation is a part of Satan’s plan?
The short answer is that we follow. As James said, it is our desires that drag us away. We wouldn’t

follow the world or listen to the enticement of Satan if we weren’t convinced that they would
deliver something that would make us happy. Their promises are always empty because they are
lies, but they tug at our desires.
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Let’s say you wake up in the morning in a good mood with good intentions. You read
your morning devotion and pray the suggested prayer along with the Lord’s Prayer.
You go out to the kitchen and are hitin the face again with an irritating, seems-like-
forever frustration. Your reaction? Without thinking you mumble an expletive under
your breath, taking God’s name in vain. Think about it. Not even two minutes after your
morning prayers and you took God’s name in vain.

3. We may consider this sin just a slip of the tongue or a minor infraction. But that takes
us down the path of defending sin. What conclusions do we reach about this sin from
Exodus 20:77?

God is serious about sin. He holds us accountable for sinning against him.

The only way God could prevent us from being tempted again to take his name in vain—
or any other sin—would be to take us out of this life. Until he does, we are still
accountable to him and under the influence of the sinful nature.

Just as there are different octane levels for gasoline, our sinful natures express
themselves at different levels. One person is especially tempted by one sin. Another
person might have little inclination toward that sin but is especially tempted by
another sin. What everyone hasin common is that it takes just one little spark to set
fire to the sin within.

4. Read Philippians 3:4b-6. What sin was Paul especially prone toward?
Work-righteousness, pride, self-righteousness

5. Agree or disagree: Fighting work-righteousness is harder than dealing with

anger or impatience. Explain your answer.

Agree. We and others recognize those sins as bad. We suffer earthly harm
from them. Others are hurt by them. But self-righteousness is built on the
good we do (or think we do). The better we are, the more tempting it is to
trustin it (sin). The consequences are eternal. (cf. Pharisee and tax-collector)
To fight self-righteousness, we need to admit what is very hard to admit:
everything we do is corrupted by our sin/bad motives.

6. Outbursts of anger and impatience open us to all kinds of sins that bring
guilt before God and hurt the people we love. What sins does a work-
righteous bent open us to? A lack of empathy toward those who struggle
with other sins. Pride. A blindness to our own sins. A sense of “privilege”
(God owes me something good) SR is one of the most dangerous sins! It
damns because it leads me away from the cross instead of toward it.
The purpose of the previous is not to point an accusing finger at those who have
anger issues or are judgmental and self-righteous. The purpose is to recognize the
unremitting struggle that churns within these people and to see how they can be
their own worst enemy in ever achieving a life of love, laughter, and acceptance. On
various fronts we all share in this struggle. But the people with perhaps the most
formidable struggle are those fighting their sinful nature to resist sexual sins.
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8. Read 1 Corinthians 6:18-20. How are sexual sins different than other sins?

Sexual sins degrade our own bodies, the temple of the Holy Spirit. In addition to shame and
fear of punishment, there may be emotional and physical consequences of sex sins. Imagine
the turmoil of those struggling with same sex attraction!

We noted before that one person may be especially tempted by one sin while
another person’s struggle may be with an entirely different sin. We might like to ask God
why we have to be born with a sinful predisposition to anything. Why can’t we all just
be born with a clean slate? And if we do have to be born with a sinful disposition, why
can’titbe to a sin other people won’t look down on? God hasn’t told us these things. He
tells us only what we need to know in order to be saved!

9. Read 1 John 1:8-2:2. Whenever our sinful nature gets the better of us and we

repeat a sin, whatever it is, how can we be reassured that we are still God’s children?

By confessing our sin (what we are, what we’'ve done and what we deserve) and then giving it
to Jesus and believing he sacrificed himself for the sins of the world, we have the assurance of
God’s forgiveness.

10. Read Romans 7:24-25a. What blessings does God work in us through our struggles
against our sinful nature and against temptations (including when we fall)?

My struggle leads me to see how powerless I am over sin, how thoroughly it infects me. It
leads me to look to Christ for hope and deliverance.

Romans 1:18-25 shows how holding on to sin leads to more sin and ultimately to grief
and helps us understand why a holy and loving God may at times hand people over to
degrading their own bodies among themselves (sexual sins).

God’s wrath is being revealed for idolatry. But keep in mind, idolatry can be more than
worshiping a false god. Idolatry may include idolizing a life of love, laughter, and
acceptance instead of fearing, loving, and trusting in God above all things. Verse 24 tells
us that God may punish people for their idolatry by handing them over to committing
sexual sins because it’s what they want to do, and because in this life the worst
punishment for sin is more sinning!

When God lets people go their own way, he is showing himself to be holy. He is also
showing hislove. When we see the depravity sin brings, we are warned to stay clear
of all sin and flee to Christ for cleansing whenever we do sin. We are also spurred on to
not be ashamed of sharing the gospel because it is the power of God for salvation,
even for idolaters and adulterers—unless they refuse.

11.Read Romans 1:26-32. Describe the downward trajectory from idolatry through
sexual sins to more sins and the consequences of those sins. When society condones
idolatry, don’t be surprised by a rise in sexual sins, and then more foolish thinking and
even more evil and the further condoning of those who do it.

12.In your own words summarize why God lets us be tempted.
So we don’t fall to self-righteousness. So we look to Jesus for help in our time of need. So
we can empathize with others who struggle.
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13. Complete this sentence: Reading this section from Romans chapter 1 encourages me to .
. .take seriously the consequences of sin. Sin is always tied back to idolatry. Recognize it and confess it
in my own heart/life.

How does God help us overcome our temptations?

This section is applicable to all temptations, whether greed, substance abuse, sexual
sins, or even putting science or reason above God’s Word. To avoid giving in to temptation,
we need to stay clear, if possible, of situations where we’re likely to be tempted (which
Peter didn’t do the night Jesus was betrayed). We also need to pray as Jesus taught us
in the Lord’s Prayer: Lead us not into temptation.

Yet, while Jesus commands us to watch and pray, we are making a mistake if we think
that by doing this, that, and the other thing, we can overcome all our temptations. As
God'’s children we do have a little strength. But since we also have a sinful nature, our
victories will always be partial.

Our Identity in Christ

In the introductory lesson, Peter reminded us of our identity. We are God’s children
through faith in Christ Jesus. Let’s now pick up where we left off in 2 Peter chapter 1.

14. Read 2 Peter 1:4-7. What seven qualities does Peter urge us to add to our faith?
Explain how striving to grow in these qualities will strengthen you to resistsin.

Goodness (“moral excellence”) = habitually doing what God’s law says
Knowledge: Review the 10 commandment, read the Bible

Self-control — watch out for “SELF” Remember who now rules your heart
Perseverance - it won't be easy. Keep fighting, Bear up under

Godliness — are our goals in life godly or worldly?

Mutual affection - treat others as your brothers and sisters

Love —how many of my sins are justa lack of love for others?

Final Thought

What would you say to the LBGTQ person who's crying out that there are only two
choices: embrace the same-sex attractions he or she feels or live a life of celibacy?

Listen to the Lord who loves you. He defines how sexual love is to be expressed (inside
of marriage) Yes, celibacy may be the sacrifice make/cross you carry. Yet, marriage is
more than sex. Focus on the needs of others, not simply our selfish fulfillment of
happiness. Listen to LBTGQ, Introduce them to a savior who loves them

May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. (1 Thessalonians :23-24)
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