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IistenL Addendum to Lesson 4

The Doctrine of Election: Pure Gospel

Because atheists rely on human logic, they often trip over/reject Biblical truths. We will take up two of
them today. If our faith is based on our reason, rather than God’s revelation, we’re tempted to trip over
them too.

1. Read John 10:28-29. What does it mean for us to be among the elect?
We are safe in God’s hands. Through his Word he will keep us in faith unto eternal life.

2. Complete this sentence:
If we are saved, God alone gets all the glory.
3. Read Acts 7:51-52. If God is the cause when someone comes to faith, what is the

cause when someone rejects his Word or doesn’t remain in faith?

The natural hardness of the human heart. Also, if | choose to turn away from hearing the Word,
(or cling to false doctrine or practice), | will lose my god’s given faith—even if at one time |
rejoiced in being among the elect. What should this possibility lead us to do? Continue in the
Word!

4. Complete this sentence:

If we are lost, we have no one to blame except ourselves

The two main teachings in the Bible are law and gospel. The law is written in our hearts
and the Scriptures; the gospel is found only in God’s Word. The law tells us what God wants
us to do or not do; the gospel tells us that Christ has done all things for us so that we may
live in God’s presence. The law is for our sinful nature: the proud, evil, and self-righteous
nature; the gospel is for those who are crushed by their sin and guilt. The law crushes and
kills; the gospel gives spiritual life and strength.

I need both doctrines to be saved. (One comes naturally; one supernaturally)



5.

Read John 15:16-17. The doctrine of election has been called pure gospel. Explain
what that means. The doctrine of election only applies to the saved, not the damned (double-
predestination). The doctrine of election allows no credit to us for our salvation. Any
responsibility on our part would destroy our hope. Election proclaims that our salvation is all
God’s doing from start to finish. Therefore, whenever we feel weak, guilty, worthless, and afraid
that God can’t or doesn’t love us anymore, the doctrine of election gives us rock-solid comfort
that fills us with peace, strength, and a sense of purpose.

People have often tried to respond to the following statements with human reason rather
than with the Word of God. This inevitably results in contradicting some part of God’s Word,
which over time can lead a person to become an agnostic or atheist. The only way to
address these statements is by allowing God’s Word to answer and not adding to or
subtracting from it. How would you respond to the following statements?

6.

10.

Since God is all-powerful, if someone dies in unbelief, it's God’s fault for not forcing
him or her to believe. God loved the world. Christ died for all. God did everything necessary
to save us. But God doesn’t coerce people to believe. If people harden their hearts (like
Pharaoh), God ultimately lets them go their own way. (cf. Matthew 23:37, “you were not
willing”)

Since God wants all people to be saved, whether someone believes must depend on
what that person has decided for him- or herself. That’s humanly logical, but not
scriptural. By nature, we are by nature spiritually dead, blind, and enemies of God. To take even
a little credit for our faith takes glory away from God and puts it on ourselves. By doing so, we
undermine our comfort, peace, and strength.

It's illogical to say that if a person is saved, God alone gets the glory, and if a person is
lost, it’s all his or her own fault. To human reason, this is illogical. Human reason wants to
say that either God decides or man decides.

“If people hear that they are among the elect and believe it but then later fall away
and die in unbelief, were they ever truly among the elect?” No. But that doesn’t change
the purpose of the doctrine of election, namely, to underscore God’s grace. We need both
comfort and warning.

Read Romans 3:3-4 and respond to this statement: Faith in Christ can’t be the only
way to heaven because it wouldn’t be justice for people who died before they even
had a chance to hear the gospel. (Examples include the children who died during the
conquest of Canaan, the children who were sacrificed to an idol, and the children
who are aborted today.) God doesn’t owe anyone a Savior, or a chance to hear the gospel.
But he gives us the means of grace to work faith in human hearts. If people were condemned
only if they heard and rejected, we’d never want to tell anyone the gospel.



11.

12.

Since Judas’ betrayal of Jesus was prophesied in the Old Testament, was Judas
predestined to do what he did and didn’t have a choice? No. There is a difference
between God’s foreknowledge and his predestination. God sees the past, present, and future.
When he foresees a sin, that sin is not his will (see James 1:13-15). When God allows a sin and
works it into his plans, the sinner is no less guilty of this sin.

In God’s eternal plans for us, has he predestined whom we marry, what job offers we
accept, where we live, etc.? No! When it comes to our earthly lives, God allows us to exercise
a lot of free will while he guides us in our decisions. However, he often backs up our decisions
(Adam naming animals, marriage vows, government officials elected)

God’s mercy and justice

Read Deuteronomy 20:16-18. Many today would argue that the destruction of these nations
was neither justice nor mercy. For this reason, some say God has changed: In the Old
Testament, he was an angry God, but now in the New Testament, he’s a more merciful and
loving God. Others say passages like Deuteronomy chapter 20 were inserted by people, as
products of their day, to justify killing for their own gain. This is not the way it was. In the
next lesson, we will cover how we can be sure that everything in the Bible belongs in the
Bible and that we're interpreting it correctly. But for now, let's see how God’s order
concerning the destruction of these nations demonstrates both his justice and his mercy.

13.

14.

15.

Read Genesis 15:12-16. How long did God give the Canaanites to repent? Why might
we say that Sodom and Gomorrah were a special call to repentance for the
Canaanites? God gave the Canaanites four hundred years to repent. This shows his patience
and mercy, not wanting any to perish. What happened to Sodom and Gomorrah was clear
evidence that God takes sin seriously and his people should too. Their account demonstrated his
holy justice.

Read Deuteronomy 20:17-18 again. In what way was the destruction of these
nations an example of mercy for the Israelites? The Canaanites were so vile that if they
were left to live side by side with the Israelites, the faith of the Israelites would have been in
danger. The Canaanites were that bad! Israel was a theocracy. God used them to bring the
Canaanites time of grace to an end. It was grace that God showed to Israel to protect them from
the heathen influence of the Canaanites. us into trouble with the world.

How was the destruction of these nations an example of God’s mercy toward us?

The Israelites were the nation from which God promised our Savior would be born. For our
sakes, God would not allow them to be engulfed in evil and disappear from the face of the earth
along with his promises. The destruction of the Canaanites serves as a warning to us not to
despise God'’s patience and grace lest we become like them. But let us keep growing in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved!



Closing Thought

We can agree with the atheists that justice and mercy are important. The true God
showed both, in dramatic ways. God looked down, saw the cause of injustice and evil,
and intervened with a promise that gives hope and forgiveness, that encourages
kindness and love. This is an excellent springboard for a discussion about the
reason we have for the hope within us.



