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      Quick to Listen 

          Lesson 3 

 

Evolution vs. Creation Science  

A Gallup poll from May 2024 revealed that among Americans: 

• 24% believe in evolution without God’s involvement  

• 34% believe in evolution with God’s guidance  

• 37% believe in strict creationism (“God created humans in their present form within 

the last 10,000 years”)  

 

1. How would you define the theory of evolution?  

Darwin described evolution as “descent with modification.” At least three independent 

processes when taken together form what we mean by evolution. These are 

replication, variation, and selection, and they are all observable facts. Replication is 

simply reproduction. Variation is genetic differences between parents and their 

offspring. And selection refers to natural selection, the process whereby those best 

adapted to their environment tend to survive and pass on their genes to the next 

generation. 

2. Why do you think that a majority of Americans believe in some form of evolution?  

Because it seems to be supported by overwhelming scientific evidence (fossil record, 

shared DNA between species [humans and chimps share 98-99% of DNA], 

adaptation in real time, reinforced by public education and culture (media, PBS), 

trust in science (medical advances, genetics) and for many, it can be harmonized 

with their religious worldview. 

3. Evaluate the accuracy of the following statements:  
 

• “Evolution teaches that humans evolved from monkeys.”  
No, technically, humans evolved from an ancestor of the monkey, likely more in line 

with apes. (This kind of misstatement provokes annoyance, not respect from Ev’s) 
• “Evolution is disproved by the fact that there are gaps in the fossil record (i.e. 

“missing links”)” 
An evolutionist is not discouraged by this fact;  he’s impressed by how many fossils we 

do have.  He sees this as proof of evolution.  
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• “Evolution is not a fact; it’s a theory.”  
In scientific terminology, a theory is a well-substantiated explanation, (cf. quote on p. 43 
 

• “Evolutionists have no appreciation for the wonderful design of our bodies and 
our world.”   Actually, they do. They just fail to attribute it to a divine Creator, but 
to the Cosmos, Nature,  

 
4. What is the downside of getting the previous statements wrong?  
It unnecessarily offends the evolutionist; leads them to think that we don’t understand 

their beliefs; it cuts off bridges that might be built, to bring them the gospel. 
 
4. How would you define “Creation Science”?  
Beginning with the assumption that the account in Genesis is historically and 

scientifically accurate, CS points to scientific evidence to support the Biblical 
account.  

 
 
5. How would creation science answer the following questions:  
 

A. Do DNA similarities between all sorts of organisms support creationism or 

evolution? 

a. This depends on one’s worldview. It’s not unreasonable for the Creator to reuse or 

repeat certain elements of design.  

B. Doesn’t carbon dating provide empirical evidence that contradicts Genesis 

chapter 1?  

a. In a word, no. Carbon dating depends on a consistent rate of carbon 14 decay, 

which depends on consistent and known starting amounts of carbon 14, consistent 

environmental conditions, etc.  The same is true of radioisotope dating, which has 

as many problems as carbon 14 dating.  

C. How do dinosaurs fit in with a young earth, six-day creation?  

a. God created dinosaurs during the six days.  Baby dinosaurs were on the ark.  Job 

was aware of the Behemoth (cf. Job 40:15-24.)  

D. Does the populating of the continents take more time than a young earth 

worldview allows? 

a. In a word, no. For example, 70 people moved to Egypt, and 430 years later, 2 million 

people left Egypt. At that rate of growth, in 400 more years, 2 million people would 

become 57 million people. In another 400 years, 57 million people would become 

billions of people. The growth of the children of Israel in Egypt demonstrates that 

repopulating the earth after the flood is a definite statistical possibility.  

E. Does the distance of the stars, billions of light-years, disprove a young earth, six-

day creation?  

a. In a word, no. The Bible says simply that God set the stars in the sky to give light to 

the earth,  
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This brings us back to the importance of understanding worldviews. The point of these 

questions is to show that there’s more than one way to look at the data—as a creationist or an 

evolutionist. So why do people want to turn their backs on God for the sake of evidence that has 

more than one interpretation, especially since many of the interpretations supporting evolution 

are iffy or even contradictory to other evidence?  

6. What good purpose might Creation Science serve?  

It can explore God's creation and explain it to others. It can point out flaws and 

inconsistencies in evolutionary science. It can show Christians that science is not 

somehow the exclusive domain of evolutionists. It can show that evolution is not the 

only way to read empirical data. 

7. What danger might Creation Science represent?  

We cannot prove supernatural events using naturalistic methods.  If we build our faith 

on scientific evidence, what if the evidence is proven false or changes? The most 

documented science in the world will not make a believer out of someone.  Only the 

Word makes believers.  (Cf. Luke 16:31) (E.g. “They will not be convinced, even if the 

fossilized skeleton of a man with a missing rib is discovered east of the Tigris and 

Euphrates rivers, dated to around 4000 BC and found to contain half the genetic 

information of the world's inhabitants.”)  

8. In the end, why is science unable to convince evolutionists/agnostics/atheists that 

the Christian worldview is the correct one?  

1 Corinthians 2:14 

Their sinful nature won’t let them believe. But please note: We too have a sinful nature that 

leads us to doubt God’s Word at times. Only the Holy Spirit working through the Word can 

enable us to overcome our doubts.  

2 Corinthians 4:4 

Satan has blinded them.  

Exodus 8:15 

They hardened their hearts in order to believe what is clearly not true. The hardening of a heart 

is the result of hearing God’s Word, through which God wants to give faith, and stubbornly 

choosing not to believe it.  

Matthew 4:5-6 

Satan’s temptations of Jesus contained elements of truth. In a similar way, worldviews held by 

non-Christians also contain elements of truth. And some aspects of evolution do actually work. 

For example, evolutionary principles are used to determine where to search for oil or coal, and it 

works! Yet at the same time, evolutionary principles fail to explain so many things because 

either those things don’t fit the theories or they even contradict them. The evolutionist has faith 
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that someday the answers to such problems will be found. That’s the key word—faith! We ask a 

key question then: On what do we base our faith? On what God, who created us and loves us, 

says? Or on the theory of a person who says creation couldn’t have happened because there is 

no God? 

9. Read Romans 1:16-17. What is the only way to change the worldview of an 

evolutionist/agnostic/atheist? 

Only the Holy Spirit can change a person’s worldview as he works faith in the person’s heart 

through the gospel. May he ever work in our hearts!  

10. What bridges can you use to share the gospel with an evolutionist?  

His appreciation for order in the universe.  Marvel at it, who ordered it (beauty, taste, etc.)  

I had misunderstandings about evolution.  I was wrong.  How do I deal with my flaws?  God 

forgives them.  

Why are we here?  What is our purpose?  God’s Word answers that.  

In the course of your discussions, you can say, “You believe in evolution by faith—that someday 

science will be able to answer at least most questions—even though science itself says that 

having all the right chemicals needed for life in the right amounts, at the right place, and in the 

right order is highly improbable. I believe in Genesis chapter 1 by faith, faith that God gave to 

me as his gift through his message of forgiveness. May I tell you about his forgiveness?” If the 

person says yes, may God bless you!  

Depending on the conversation, you may want to bring up the things you were reminded of in 

the introduction. For example, “God created his people to be as holy and loving as he is. But no 

one is. The harder I try to be the kind of person I want to be, the more I realize that I fail and 

don’t deserve to live in God’s presence. But God the Son became a man and lived a holy and 

loving life in my place. Then he . . .” And you can tell the gospel story of Jesus. 

Closing Thought 

Evolutionists (as well as the other groups addressed in Quick to Listen) are not the enemy. 

They are victims of the Enemy.  They are people with backgrounds and stories that may be 

very different from ours, that have shaped their way of thinking, and that may provide 

surprisingly open opportunities to speak God's truth. As we do that - as we get to know 

those people who are caught in evolution’s snare, we can act as partners in a journey of 

discovery with them. Just as they might like to show us the proof that has persuaded them, 

we can show them the proof that is persuaded Us - the Spirit inspired, eye-witness 

accounts of a Savior who died for us and lives again. Through that proof, the Spirit can and 

will open minds and hearts to the truth. 

 


