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IlstanL Lesson 2

Evolutionists Talking to Christians (pages 3-69) Throughout this

Bible study, we will only be addressing biological evolution. For the sake of time, we won’t address geological
evolution.

Greg was raised in the Eastern Orthodox church. Nate was raised Southern Baptist. Elizabeth was
raised Catholic. All three attempted to harmonize the Bible and science on the matter of the earth’s
age. Greg's answer was to interpret Genesis chapter 1 symbolically. Nate concluded that the entire
Bible was unnecessary to be a good person. In other words, he became an atheist and was no
longer a Christian. Elizabeth lost all confidence in the Bible. In her own words, “If the Bible can’t be
taken literally, then what can you get out of it? I believe that there was a person, ‘Jesus,” but if
some things can’t be taken literally, then what?” (p. 20). It seemed in her interview that Elizabeth
still wanted to be a Christian, but she identified as an agnostic. Briefly explain that an atheist believes in
no god and an agnostic believes we can’t know who God is or what he is like.

In the next lessons we will look at three key issues:

e How the word day is meant to be understood in Genesis chapter 1.

e Why a correct understanding of day in Genesis chapter 1 is important for our faith.

e How someone’s worldview affects the way he or she looks at things (or why we can
believe in the Bible and science at the same time).

How the word day is meant to be understood in Genesis 1

1. Two important rules govern the way we determine the meaning of words, whether in the
Bible or any other document. How do we apply these rules as we read the Bible?
e Welook at the way a word is used in all its various contexts to determine its various
meanings. E.g. “Slip” 1. Undergarment, a fall, a slip of the tongue, where you park your sailboat.
If a word in the Bible can have several meanings, context will clarify which meaning applies.

o We take words literally unless the context clearly indicates that a word is being used
figuratively.

If a word is used figuratively, we look for the point the author is making with that figure of speech. For

example, what point was Jesus making when he said of King Herod, “Go tell that fox” (Luke 13:32)? He

meant that Herod was sneaky. To the question of how to determine the author’s intended meaning, we

take literally what was written as literal and figuratively what was written as figurative.



2.

Read 2 Peter 3:8-11. In English class, what do we call a figure of speech that uses the word
like or as? What point is Peter making when he says that with the Lord a day is like a
thousand years and a thousand years are like a day? In this context, what is the length of a
day and what is the length of a thousand years? It’s a simile. Peter’s point: God is eternal, and so
whether it’s a short wait for us till Jesus returns or a long wait, God keeps his promises! In this context,
the length of a day is 24 hours and the length of a thousand years is a thousand years.

In English, the word day in some contexts can refer to a period of time. For example, we might say,
“In Abraham Lincoln’s day,” referring to that period when Lincoln lived or the time he was
president. Whenever the Bible uses the word day to refer to a long period of time, the word is
always plural. For example, Jesus said, “In the days of Noah” (Matthew 24:37; Luke 17:26). There
were many days in Noah'’s life. But even in this context, a day means a period of 24 hours.

3.

With what words does Genesis chapter 1 describe each day of the week of creation?

“There was evening and there was morning—the first day” and so on. The Hebrew makes it even clearer
that the word day in Genesis chapter 1 refers to a 24-hour period. After describing the creating activities
for that day, the Hebrew says literally, “Evening or sunset happened, and then morning or dawn
happened—day 1 (completed),” and so on.

Next we will see how and when God stated the length of a day for us, which will stay the same until the
Last Day.

Read Genesis 1:14-19. What is the first function of the sun, moon, and stars?

The Hebrew calls them “light bearers.” They bear the light God created on day 1. As with all of creation,
God would establish physical matter and physical laws through which he continues to sustain all things.
And so God does not need the sun, moon, and stars to give us light, but he chooses to work through
them to give us light until the end of time.

What is the second function of the sun, moon, and stars? The sun, moon, and stars serve as
clocks so that we can mark the length of seasons, days, and years and know their beginning and ending.

Why is it significant that God established the length of a day on day 4 and then created all
living creatures on days 5 and 67 Since the length of “there was evening and there was morning”
was identified on day 4 as being 24 hours, we must conclude that the other five days of creation were
also 24 hours in length. God did not need or use a long period of time to create living creatures. He used
only his Word on those two 24-hour days.

If day in Genesis chapter 1 was symbolic for billions of years while God guided the
geological and biological evolution of all things, what should he have put first in his
creation account: day 4 or days 2 and 3?7 What did God create on day 2 (waters above/below) and
3 (seas/dry ground, vegetation)? If Genesis is describing evolution over billions of years, the sunlight
would have to come before the plants. The order of what was created each day makes a symbolic
understanding of day nonsensical.



8. Read Romans 3:3-4. What is God’s verdict on changing his Word or our understanding of it
in order to make it fit our way of thinking? The context: Jews being condemned even though they
had the OT. The point: If the Jews didn’t believe the promises God made in his Word, is the Word the
problem? No! If God’s Word seems to run up against our logic, his Word is still true. Attempting to bend
God’s Word to fit our warped thinking shows the same lack of trust exhibited by those who were
arguing with Paul.

Why a correct understanding of day in Genesis chapter 1 is
important for our faith

9. Why did God create the world in six days? Why didn’t he just instantly make everything all
at once? To get to the answer, jot down what God made on each of the six days. What
progression do you see that helps explain why God spread the creation over several days?

The first words of Genesis chapter 1 (“in the beginning”) tell us that before God began creating, there
was absolutely nothing except him. What he created on each day is preliminary to what he created on
the next day. The order of creation ultimately emphasizes that all was made for our sakes—humankind
is God’s special creation. Cf. Genesis 1:26 man in God’s image and ruler of creation

In an effort to reconcile evolution and Genesis chapter 1, some Christians have said that God
created death as a natural step in life and used death and survival of the fittest as his tools to make
all the various forms of life. They have also said that it was only after the fall into sin that God
turned death into a punishment.

10. Read Genesis 1:21. Compare the assumptions of theistic evolution (that God used the
process of evolution to create the world) listed below to what God tells us.

e Everything needed to go through a process of improvement.
God said that everything he made was good. No improvement was needed (or possible).

e Animals died because they had deficiencies or were incompatible with their
environment.

This is a clear contradiction of God’s Word that everything—the environment as well as the creatures—

was good.

e Inasense, suffering and death are good because God used them as tools to improve and
create the world we now know.

God used his Word to create the world. Suffering and death are the opposite of the perfection he

described. In his Word, God promises to put an end to suffering and death.

While we might understand that a person who doesn’t believe in God would have to settle on an
explanation like evolution for the existence of the world, the assumptions above demonstrate that
attempting to reconcile evolution and God’s creation account makes no sense.



11. Read Genesis 1:29. What does this say about animals being eaten by other animals?

All creation—animals and humans—ate only plants.

12. When did God initiate death in the animal kingdom? Why? (Consider Romans 6:23; 8:20-
21.)

God brought death to the animal kingdom after humankind fell into sin—for their sake—as another
warning that the wages of sin is death.

13. When will the curse of death in the animal kingdom come to an end?

Death in the animal kingdom will end when Jesus returns.

14. Some people ask the hypothetical question, “If humankind had not fallen into sin and death
had not come to the animal kingdom, wouldn’t the earth have become quickly overcrowded
with animals and people?” How would you answer that question?

The Bible doesn’t tell us how God would have handled this.

15. Read Genesis 3:14-15. If Genesis chapters 1-3 are symbolic and life evolved through death
and survival of the fittest, which teachings of the Bible would become nonsensical?

Everything the Bible says about God, humankind, sin, a Savior from sin, the devil, angels, miracles,
heaven, and hell would be overturned.

Closing Thought

Christians might for a time believe in theistic evolution and that Jesus is true God and true man,
the Savior. But this faith would be in grave danger. Perhaps worse, the faith of their children and
grandchildren might be in even greater danger! Theistic evolution undermines God’s Word and
thus, ultimately, the gospel! To paraphrase Jesus, “No one can serve two masters. Either you will
hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.

You cannot serve both God and evolution” (see Matthew 6:24).



