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Introduction

The drip, drip, drip of this world’s attitudes and philosophies can erode the
foundation of our faith and overshadow our thinking with clouds of doubt and
confusion. We may get so discouraged by what we see and hear that we don’t want
to talk about our faith with anyone. But God placed us on this earth at this time for a
reason. He says to us, “Regard the Lord, the Christ, as holy in your hearts. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope
that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). The popular book Quick to Listen gives us insights into
the thoughts and arguments used by some who espouse those attitudes and
philosophies. This Bible study leads us to dig deeper and consider a biblical
response that might guide others to the truth. With God’s help, this introduction to
Quick to Listen will accomplish three goals:

* Our faith will be strengthened against Satan’s attacks that come our way as we
listen to evolutionists, atheists, skeptics, and members of the LGBTQ
community.

» We will clearly understand God’s purpose for our life.

» We will be filled with compassion for those who do not yet know God'’s love
and plans for them so that we will be quick to listen and we will recognize ways
to share with them all that God has given us.

Foreword (pages v-xiv)

1. What challenges or arguments do you foresee in listening to the following people?
 Evolutionists
* Atheists
 Skeptics (of the Bible)

* Friends and members of the LGBTQ community
Christians are ignoring science. Creationists misrepresent us; I can believe in God & Evolution
God with suffering? Religion doesn’t make people moral; it makes them judgmental; intellect over heart
Can the Bible be trusted; how do I know which to believe, reject a violent God, hell, inequality
I was born this way; Bible passages vs. homosexuality aren’t that clear; Don’t judge! Can’t you just love us?
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Paul and Martin Luther shared a common struggle—the desire to be right with
God. God let them struggle for more than 30 years so that they could learn
through failure that there was nothing they could do to save themselves from
hell. Because Paul and Luther learned this lesson well, their worldview was
built on a threefold truth: Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, based
on Scripture alone. They read the Scriptures through this lens. They viewed
themselves and their world through this lens.

Evolutionists, atheists, skeptics, and the LGBTQ community have worldviews that
are different than that of Paul, Luther, and ourselves. Their worldviews also affect
the way these people look at things. In our study of Quick to Listen, we will seek
to understand their worldviews and the rationale behind them. This will help us
listen without becoming defensive so that as God gives us the opportunity, we
may share the reason for the hope that we have. But first let’s sharpen our
understanding of our own worldview. We will do this through a study of 2 Peter
1:1-4, in which Peter prepares his readers for life in the end times.

God’s gracious plan and purpose for our lives

2 Peter 1:1-2 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who
have obtained the same kind of faith as ours in the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord.

The Greek word translated as “have obtained” explains how we ended up with the
same kind of faith as the apostles. Literally, the Greek says we were “chosen” to
have faith. “obtained by lot” by divine will

2. On what basis did God choose us to believe and trust the same things the apostles
believed and trusted? (NIV: “To those who through the righteousness of our God
and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours.” )

God gave faith not on the basis of anything we did or would do, but on the basis of Jesus’
perfect righteousness in our place.

3. The Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds are good summaries of what the apostles
believed, trusted, and taught. Why do you think these summaries have stood
the test of time and are still such an integral part of our worship services
after all these years?

The creeds express the objective truths of our faith, that is, who God is (3 persons), and what he’s done

and continues to do for us. This emphasis on God’s work and gifts (vs. our work and/or feelings) is what
gives us peace and hope regarding life now and forever.
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4. What does being chosen to have the same kind of faith as the apostles mean
for us? Read Romans 8:28-30.
Chosen (Predestined from eternity) -> Called (to faith) -> Justified (personally forgiven) ->
glorified (partially now as God’s children; fully in the future; but absolutely certain)
The point: If one is true, so are the others; it's a package deal, It gives us certainty.

Resting on the truth

While we can never rationally grasp that God loves us from eternity to eternity, we
can rest on this truth and rejoice in it!

From eternity, O God, Help me speak what’s right and good
In your Son you did elect me. And keep silence on occasion.
Therefore, Father, on life’s road Help me pray, Lord, as [ should;
Graciously to heav’n direct me; Help me bear my tribulation.

Send to me your Holy Spirit Help me die and let my spirit

That his gifts  may inherit. Everlasting life inherit.

(CW 1993 461:1,6)

5. Because God has chosen us for eternal life with him, what can we remind
ourselves when...

* we have doubts whether something God clearly tells us in his Word is really true?
Since God, in his Word, answers our deep down desire to be right with God, why would we
doubt what else he tells us in his Word? We can tell ourselves to trust the Word (even if
we cannot fully understand it), because it’s through the Word that God creates/sustains
our faith.

« like Job, we have lost everything we hold dear and it feels like our prayers are
bouncing off the ceiling?
The things of this life are temporary. God has already paid the price to give us heaven. His
goal is not to make us comfortable in life, but get us to eternity. Since he’s justified you, you
can be sure he’s also predestined you and will glorify you. Trust his promises, not your
prayers.

« all around us it seems that wrong is now right, right is now wrong, and evil is
winning. God is still in control. The Devil, world and our flesh will oppose him
every step of the way. They may appear to win some battles, but we know who
will win the war. Remember, in all things (even the devolution of society), God
works for the good of believers.

In the weeks ahead, we will discover that there isn’t much people can say to us
to which we can’t say back, “We know how you feel. We’ve been there ourselves,”
or, “We have similar thoughts or have done similar things.” What enables us to
overcome those challenges to our faith is the knowledge of God’s purpose in
giving us faith. In the following verses, Peter explains that purpose.
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2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and
godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
excellence. Through these he has given us promises so that

throucI]h them iou mai share in the divine nature,

6. What was God’s purpose for us when he gave us faith to believe all that Christ
did and won for us? God’s purpose for us is that we share in his divine nature
(Satan’s temptation: you will be like God? No, not a replacement for God, but
in fellowship with God), i.e. want what he wants, think like he thinks, approve
of his judgments. Cf. Romans 8:29 “predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son,” The point: God gave us faith to change us, recreate us in his image.

We experience this fully only after we escape from the corruption in this world
(i.e. after we die)

7. For the sake of Christ’s merits, what else did God give us when he gave us faith?
God gave us everything we need to live as the kind of people he’s called us to be. He gives
us what we need through the Word (his precious and great promises)

8. How do Peter’s words confront us when we are tempted to say the following?

e [ can’t change the way I act; this is just the way [ am.
That’s what you WERE. God has given you everything you need to be changed by him (by
his grace, his promises, his Word, etc.)

* [ don’tsee God’s power working in my life.
Look to his Word, that’s where the power is. Rom 1:16, the gospel is the power of God. Focus
on God’s work for you; his love for you, the new identity he’s given you. Cf. also Phil 4:13 I can
do everything through him who gives me strength.

9. What direction do these words give us when our willpower falters or we struggle
with confusion about the meaning and purpose of our lives?
Go back to the Word. Remember what God did for you, and why. See the big picture. See
the truth about your nature as the problem and God’s grace as the solution.

Closing Thought

In the weeks ahead, we will read interviews with evolutionists, atheists, skeptics,
and members of the LGBTQ community. We do this not with the goal of gathering
quick pointers to convince them that they are wrong and we are right. Rather, we
do this so that the Lord might increase our love for others as we marvel at his
power, wisdom, and love. Then we are ready to listen. Then we are able to
understand. Then we are prepared to give an answer for the reason for the hope
that we have!
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