June 16, 2024: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

TRUTHS ABOUT GOD TOO GOOD TO MAKE UP:

From the tiniest seed grows the largest kingdom

Hymn: 644 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Declaration of Grace

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be
our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross
and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now
and forever.

Amen.

Glory Be to God
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We praise you, we bless you, we wor - ship you, we glorify you,
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we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’n-ly King,
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world;
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
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For you on-ly are holy; you on-ly are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the
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Ho-ly Spirit, are most highin the glory of God the Father. A - men.
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The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit,
help us to receive it with joy and bring forth fruits in faith, hope, and love; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

»“ ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top
of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant
it on a high and lofty mountain. 0On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will
produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will
nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches.

3 Continued on the next page



*4All the trees of the forest will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make
the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.

“‘] the LORD have spoken, and [ will do it.””
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Colossians 1:3-8

3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,
“because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s
people— 5the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and
about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel ‘that has come
to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole
world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly
understood God’s grace. 7You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a
faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 3and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation 2 Peter 3:18
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Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Je - sus Christ.

A Refrain

7 A lD [— | | |
A b | I | 1
[ (.. Wi lal | o | |
ANV & =I w (7] | |

D]

To him be glory both now and forever! A men.
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Gospel Mark 4:26-34

**He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the
ground. *’Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though
he does not know how. *All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the
head, then the full kernel in the head. **As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it,
because the harvest has come.”

3°Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we
use to describe it? 31t is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth.
3?Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big
branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”

3With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could
understand. 3*He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 859 Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure

Sermon: Mark 4:26-34 Pastor Joe Gawel

Stand



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount Olive's
online giving page. Thank you!

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down.
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.



The Sacrament
Stand

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my -- blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;
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you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us your peace. A - men.



Be seated

Distribution

Hymn: 689 Renew Me, O Eternal Light

Hymn: 925 On What Has Now Been Sown
Stand

Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Post-Communion Prayer

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.
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