April 7, 2024: Second Sunday of Easter
RESURRECTION REALITY: The Living Lord Gives Proof and Peace

Hymn: 449 This Joyful Eastertide

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Declaration of Grace

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and

freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and
forever.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise: 938 This Is the Feast
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The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of
peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting
assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Acts 18:1-11

'After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. *There he met a Jew named Aquila,

a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and because he
was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. “Every Sabbath he
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.

5When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. *But when they opposed Paul
and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be
on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

"Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a
worshiper of God. 8Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in
the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.

90ne night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do
not be silent. *For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I
have many people in this city.” "So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching
them the word of God.



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1John 1:1—4

"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning
the Word of life. *The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to
you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. ‘We write this to make our joy

complete.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Gospel John 20:19-31

YOn the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” *°After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

2Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, [ am sending you.”
>And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. »If you forgive
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. *So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” *’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

*Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

*Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed.”

3Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. 3But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 456 O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. 1, 4-8
Sermon: John 20:19-31 Pastor David Wenzel
Stand



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an offering. We are
happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the friendship register and leave your
contact information. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR
code to visit Mount Olive's online giving page. Thank you!

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down.
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.



The Sacrament

Stand

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my -- blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Be seated

Distribution

Hymn: 675 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

Hymn: 509 Feed Your Children, God Most Holy
Stand

Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Post-Communion Prayer

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.
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