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March 20, 2024: Midweek Lent 6 

God On Trial: Truth 

Opening Hymn: 400 Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing 

Confession of Sins 

In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are 

hidden. 

Amen. 

We confess our sins and receive forgiveness. 

I confess that I am by nature sinful. 

I am guilty of many sins. 

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me. 

For all this I am sorry. I pray for forgiveness. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

Jesus says to his people, "If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven." His death 

paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 

Yes, I believe. 

By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son (T) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Psalm 1A Blessed Are They  

 

 

 
  

Blessed is the one who / does not walk 

    in step with the / wicked 

or stand in the way that / sinners take 

    or sit in the company of / mockers, 

but whose delight is in the law / of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law / day and night. 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water, 

    which yields its fruit in / season 

and whose leaf does not / wither— 

    whatever they do / prospers.     Refrain 

  

Not so the / wicked! 

    They are like chaff that the wind / blows away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.     Refrain 
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For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass (refrain) 
Tune: Michel Guimont 
Setting: Michel Guimont 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Music: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Psalm Prayer 

Lord, let your Word so saturate our souls that we grow into lush trees bearing fruit for 

you. When the voices of the wicked tempt us to stray down other paths, keep us on the 

way that leads to our heavenly home. We ask this, confident that you watch over the way 

of the righteous; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Passion History Mark 15:16–47 

 16The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called 

together the whole company of soldiers. 17They put a purple robe on him, then twisted 

together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18And they began to call out to him, “Hail, 

king of the Jews!” 19Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on 

him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 20And when they had mocked him, 

they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to 

crucify him. 

 21A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by 

on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross. 22They brought 

Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 23Then they 

offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him. 

Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 

 25It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26The written notice of the charge 

against him read: The King of the Jews. 

 

 
Continued on the next page 
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 27They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who 

passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30come down from the cross and save 

yourself!” 31In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him 

among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32Let this 

Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” 

Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

 33At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34And at 

three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 

(which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

 35When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 

 36Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus 

to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 

 37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 

 38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39And when the 

centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man 

was the Son of God!” 

 40Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. 41In Galilee these 

women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up 

with him to Jerusalem were also there. 

 42It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening 

approached, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself 

waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44Pilate 

was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if 

Jesus had already died. 45When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the 

body to Joseph. 46So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in 

the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 

entrance of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where he was 

laid. 

 

Hymn: 534 Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus 
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Sermon: John 18:33-40 Pastor Matthew Holz 

 33Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the 

king of the Jews?” 

 34“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

 35“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to 

me. What is it you have done?” 

 36Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 

prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

 37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

 Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into 

the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

 38“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered 

there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39But it is your custom for me to 

release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the 

king of the Jews’?” 

 40They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in 

an uprising. 

 

Offering 
 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an offering. We are 
happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the friendship register and leave your 
contact information. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR 
code to visit Mount Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  
 

Responsive Prayer 

O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely into darkness and 

returns again to light. 

 We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our 

unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you bless will prosper. 

  

To your great love and protection, we commit each other and all those we love, knowing 

that you alone are our sure defender; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him. 

Amen. 

 

AM Closing Hymn: 924 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 

PM Closing Hymn: 784 Now the Light Has Gone Away 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Timothy Priewe 

AM Organist Jon Riehle 

PM Organist Sarah Sehloff 
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