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March 10, 2024: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

RETHINKING RELIGION: Rethinking the Solution to Sin 

 

Hymn: 575 By Grace I’m Saved 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 525 The Lamb sts. 1, 4 
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Text and Tune: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953 
Text and tune: © 1987 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be 

cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Numbers 21:4–9 

 4They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But 

the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against Moses, and 

said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no 

bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 
Continued on the next page 
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 6Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 

Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against 

the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 

 8The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten 

can look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then 

when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 32B How Blest Are Those  

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 

 



5 

 

Second Reading Ephesians 2:1–10 

 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live 

when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 

spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at 

one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like 

the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, 

who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and 

seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming 

ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us 

in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are 

God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem: At the Cross Male Chorus 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 3:16 
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel John 3:14–21 

 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 

up, 15that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have 

not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19This is the verdict: Light has come 

into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 
20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 

deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may 

be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave sts. 1–4 

 

Sermon: Ephesians 2:1-10 Pastor Tim Priewe 

 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by 

his obedient death on the cross. 

We confess that without your love we are lost. 

  

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our 

eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger 

or the cost. 
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Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 

persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who 

stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a 

high price for their faith and values as Christians. 

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

  

Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, 

the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those 

victimized by war and injustice.  Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy 

heart. 

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 

comfort and hope. 

  

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; 

social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand 

beside the dying. 

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 

doing good. 

  

Hear us as we pray in silence.  

  

Silent prayer 

  

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the 

point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to make 
a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount Olive's online 
giving page. Thank you!  
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Hymn: 519 There Is a Redeemer 

 

Closing Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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