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March 28,2024: Holy Thursday 
 

RETHINKING RELIGION: Rethinking Our Appetites 

 

Hymn: 416 When You Woke That Thursday Morning sts. 1–4 

 

Holy Thursday Confessional Rite 
 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us, has reconciled us to God, and has promised us the 

power to forgive and love one another. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled 

with one another. 

Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and 

in our actions. 
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Hymn: 398 Not All the Blood of Beasts 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, you give us your true body and 

blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on a cross. Grant us so firmly to 

believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our 

eternal good; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

First Reading Exodus 12:21–30 

 21Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select 

the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop, 

dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides 

of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. 
23When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the 

blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will 

not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. 

 24“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25When 

you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 
26And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27then tell 

them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites 

in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’ ” Then the people 

bowed down and worshiped. 28The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses 

and Aaron. 

 29At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of 

Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, 

and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30Pharaoh and all his officials and all the 

Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a 

house without someone dead. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:16–17 

 16Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of 

Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17Because 

there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Mark 14:12–26 

 12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice 

the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make 

preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

 13So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar 

of water will meet you. Follow him. 14Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher 

asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15He will 

show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 

 16The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So 

they prepared the Passover. 

 17When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18While they were reclining at the 

table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with 

me.” 

 19They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” 

 20“It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21The 

Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the 

Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 
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 22While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 

 23Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all 

drank from it. 

 24“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them. 
25“Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when I 

drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

 26When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 417 It Was a Dark and Dismal Night 

 

Sermon Pastor Tim Priewe 

 

Offering 

 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  

 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
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The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Preface 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,        

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the 

devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 



8 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the 

cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

 

Hymn: 661 Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord 

 

Hymn: 677 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant 
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Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. 
Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925–1989 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Be seated. 

 

Holy Thursday: Stripping of the Altar 

The post-communion action of the stripping of the altar has its roots in the early Church. A song 
is sung as the communion vessels, paraments, and candles are carried from the chancel. Once 
the communion vessels and appointments are removed, the altar, which represents the body   
of Christ, becomes the focus. The altar is solemnly stripped of its vestments in token of the 
abandonment of Jesus in Gethsemane. The altar is left completely bare for Good Friday. 
 

Solo: Psalm 88A Day and Night I Cry to You 
  

 

Dismissal 
 

The service concludes after the stripping of the altar. The congregation dismisses quietly from 
the back to the front. 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
930 E. Florida Avenue. Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 

Church and School Offices: ................................. 920-739-9194 

Church and School Websites:      
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 Sunday 8 & 10:30 a.m. (10 a.m. June-August) 
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Holy Communion: First and third weekend of the month in all services (Saturday 
through Monday). We practice “Close” Communion. Visitors from our sister 
congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and ELS 
are welcome to commune with us. If you are a visitor and wish to commune, 
please speak to one of our pastors before the service. 

Mount Olive’s Mission Statement 
  

United by our faith in Jesus Christ and our confession of God’s Word, the members of 
Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church use the gospel in Word and sacrament to win 
the lost for Christ, to nurture one another in Christian love, and to equip God’s people for 
lives of Christian worship and service, all to the glory of God. 
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