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February 28, 2024: Midweek Lent 3 
 

God On Trial: Misconceptions 
 

Opening Hymn: 394 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 
 

Confession of Sins 
In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are 
hidden. 
Amen. 
 
We confess our sins and receive forgiveness. 
  

I confess that I am by nature sinful. 
I am guilty of many sins. 
I am distressed by the sins that trouble me. 
For all this I am sorry. I pray for forgiveness. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love. 
  
Jesus says to his people, "If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven." His death 
paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 
  
Yes, I believe. 
  
By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son (T) and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Psalm 2A You Are My Son  

 

 
  
Why do the / nations rage? 
   Why do the peoples / plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst the LORD  
   and against his A- / nointed One.    Refrain 
  
He who sits in / heaven laughs;  
   the Lord / scoffs at them. 
Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, / saying, 
   “I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”    Refrain 
  
I will declare the / LORD’s decree:  
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.” 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the / Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: translation 
Tune: Thomas Pavlechko 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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Psalm Prayer 
Lord God, support us all the years of our lives that we may follow your gracious will both 
in good times and bad, that our lives may be an unending testimony to your love and 
faithfulness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Anthem: Before the Throne of God Above Grades 4 and 5 
 

Passion History: Gethsemane Mark 14: 27-42 
 27“You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written: 

“ ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
  and the sheep will be scattered.’ 

28But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
 29Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” 
 30“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice 
you yourself will disown me three times.” 
 31But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown 
you.” And all the others said the same. 
 32They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while 
I pray.” 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply 
distressed and troubled. 34“My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,”  
he said to them. “Stay here and keep watch.” 
 35Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might 
pass from him. 36“Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup 
from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 
 37Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, 
“are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? 38Watch and pray so that you will 
not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 39Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40When he came back, he again 
found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to 
him. 
 41Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! 
The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 42Rise! Let 
us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 
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Hymn: 406 In the Hour of Trial 
 

Sermon: Luke 23:1–12                                                                                 Pastor Joel Zank  
 1Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2And they began to accuse him, 
saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to 
Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
 3So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
 4Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge 
against this man.” 
 5But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in 
Galilee and has come all the way here.” 
 6On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7When he learned that Jesus 
was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that 
time. 
 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been 
wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform        
a sign of some sort. 9He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 
10The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing 
him. 11Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant 
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before 
this they had been enemies. 
 
 

Offering 
If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  
 

Prayer of the Church 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him. 
Amen. 
 

AM Closing Hymn: 780 O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright 
 

PM Closing Hymn: 789 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 
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AM Organist Jon Riehle 
 

PM Organist Klint Kaddatz 
 

4th and 5th Grades Stephanie Olson and Heidi Schone 
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