February 25, 2024: Second Sunday in Lent

RETHINKING RELIGION: Rethinking Suffering Under the Cross

Hymn: 867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near
Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Text: ©1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: One.License.net no. 703838



Hymn: 402 Glory Be to Jesus
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poured for me the life - blood from his sa - cred veins.

blest be his com - pas - sion,
loud - er still and loud - er

Text: tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878, alt.; Italian, c. 18th cent., abr.
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804-1876
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

in - fi - nite - ly kind.

praise the

pre - cious blood!

sts.1-2, 6

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Job 1:13-22

3One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest
brother’s house, a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the
donkeys were grazing nearby, >and the Sabeans attacked and made off with them. They
put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”

®While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell
from the heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who
has escaped to tell you!”

“While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed
three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and made off with them. They put
the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”

BWhile he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and
daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, *when suddenly
a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It
collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”

*°At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in
worship *and said:

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
and naked I will depart.

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;
may the name of the LORD be praised.”

>In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Anthem: Without His Cross Adult Choir
Second Reading Romans 5:1-11

"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, *through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.

Continued on the next page



3Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; ‘perseverance, character; and character, hope. SAnd hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
who has been given to us.

®You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person
someone might possibly dare to die. ®But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from
God’s wrath through him! °For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be
saved through his life! "Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34
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Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838
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Gospel Mark 8:31-38

3'He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be
killed and after three days rise again. 3*He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him.

33But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me,
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human
concerns.”

34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For whoever
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel
will save it. 3*What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?
370Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 3*If anyone is ashamed of me and my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them
when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 817 Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart

Sermon Pastor Robert Raasch

Stand



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Welcome of New Members

Prayer of the Church

Offering

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!




Hymn: 831 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
Stand

Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear
them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your
holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.
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