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February 18, 2024: First Sunday in Lent 
 

RETHINKING RELIGION: Rethinking Trials, Tests, and Temptations 

 

Handbells: "A Mighty Fortress" "O Love, How Deep"  

 

Hymn: 814 Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: 658 With All My Heart I Praise You, Lord st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; Johann Rist, 1607–1667 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 



3 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s 

temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the 

world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle 

against the forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Genesis 22:1–18 

 1Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

 “Here I am,” he replied. 

 2Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the 

region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 

 3Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two 

of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering,   

he set out for the place God had told him about. 4On the third day Abraham looked up 

and saw the place in the distance. 5He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey 

while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

 6Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he 

himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7Isaac spoke 

up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 

 “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
Continued on the next page 
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 “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 

 8Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” 

And the two of them went on together. 

 9When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there 

and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of 

the wood. 10Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11But the angel 

of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

 “Here I am,” he replied. 

 12“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that 

you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

 13Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 

over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham 

called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of 

the LORD it will be provided.” 

 15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16and said,            

“I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you and make your descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will 

take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18and through your offspring all nations on 

earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Romans 8:31–39 

 31What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will       

he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge 

against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who then is the one who 

condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at 

the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love 

of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? 36As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

 we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
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37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither        

the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:15 

 

 
Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Mark 1:12–15 

 12At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13and he was in the wilderness forty 

days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

 14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God. 15“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 

believe the good news!” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 864 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God sts. 1–4 

 

Sermon: Romans 8:31-39 Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  
 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

Hymn: 842 Jesus, Still Lead On 

 

Hymn: 671 Your Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

Stand 
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Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given      

us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives  

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Handbells Amy Nogar 
 

Sunday Organist: Klint Kaddatz 
 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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