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February 14, 2024: Ash Wednesday 
 

GOD ON TRIAL: Restraint 

 

Ash Wednesday Confessional Rite 
Stand 
 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

During the forty days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 

at the right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power 

of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle 

against everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. 

 

Let us confess our sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit ourselves to this 

struggle. 

 

Confession 

Most holy and merciful Father, 

We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault, 

    by our own grievous fault 

    in thought, word, and deed, 

    by what we have done, 

    and by what we have left undone. 

  

 

 

Continued on the next page 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 
  

We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. 

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 

We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 
  

We have placed our wants before your will. 

We have gratified the desires of our sinful nature. 

We have merited your punishment now and forever. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 
  

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. 

The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 

We confess to you, O Lord. 

  
 

Hymn: 982 With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh sts. 1–2 

 

 

 
Text: Cornelius Elven, 1791–1873, alt. 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

  

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners  

but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. He sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins and for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant      

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and     

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Accomplish in us, Lord, the work of your salvation 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

 

By the cross and suffering of your Son, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 

Hymn: 982 With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh sts. 4–5 

 

 

 
Text: Cornelius Elven, 1791–1873, alt. 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Be seated 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive 

those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent 

of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Joel 2:12–19 
12“Even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

 with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

13Rend your heart 

 and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, 

 for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, 

 and he relents from sending calamity. 
14Who knows? He may turn and relent 

 and leave behind a blessing— 

grain offerings and drink offerings 

 for the LORD your God. 

15Blow the trumpet in Zion, 

 declare a holy fast, 

 call a sacred assembly. 
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16Gather the people, 

 consecrate the assembly; 

bring together the elders, 

 gather the children, 

 those nursing at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room 

 and the bride her chamber. 
17Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, 

 weep between the portico and the altar. 

Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. 

 Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’ ” 

18Then the LORD was jealous for his land 

 and took pity on his people. 

 19The LORD replied to them: 

“I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil, 

 enough to satisfy you fully; 

never again will I make you 

 an object of scorn to the nations. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Wednesday PM: Golgotha Male Chorus 

 

Second Reading Revelation 3:1–3 

 1“To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 

  These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I 

know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2Wake up! 

Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have found your deeds unfinished in 

the sight of my God.  Continued on the next page 
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3Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if 

you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will 

come to you. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ezekiel 18:30,32 

 

 
Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Luke 22:47–53 

 47While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one 

of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 48but Jesus asked him, 

“Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

 49When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we 

strike with our swords?” 50And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting 

off his right ear. 

 51But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 
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 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, 

who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and 

clubs? 53Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. 

But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
 

Hymn of the Day: 420 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now sts. 1, 4–6 

 

Sermon: Luke 22:47-53 Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made,  

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 
Continued on the next page 
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    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  
 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God (Setting 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

Hymn: 653 Lord, to You I Make Confession 
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Hymn: 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace 

in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 

minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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