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December 3, 2023: First Sunday of Advent 
 

THE PROMISE: The Father Will Redeem His Children 
 

Preservice: “Savior of the Nations, Come” “Baptized in Water” Handbells 

 

Hymn: 301 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his  

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

  

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways  

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

  

Silence for meditation and reflection 

  

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will.  

Amen. 

Text: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: One.License.net no. 703838 
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Hymn: To God on High Be Glory 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 63:16; 64:4–9 
16But you are our Father, 
 though Abraham does not know us 
 or Israel acknowledge us; 
you, LORD, are our Father, 
 our Redeemer from of old is your name. 

4Since ancient times no one has heard, 
 no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
 who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 
 who remember your ways. 
But when we continued to sin against them, 
 you were angry. 
 How then can we be saved? 
6All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
 and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7No one calls on your name 
 or strives to lay hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
 and have given us over to our sins. 

8Yet you, LORD, are our Father. 
 We are the clay, you are the potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; 
 do not remember our sins forever. 
Oh, look on us, we pray, 
 for we are all your people. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Colt Choir: Love Has Come 10:30 AM 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

 3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5For         

in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all 

knowledge— 6God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7Therefore 

you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 

revealed. 8He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:20 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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Gospel Mark 13:26–37 

 26“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 

glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 

of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

 28“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 

come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, 

you know that it is near, right at the door. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly 

not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

my words will never pass away. 

 32“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. 33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 
34It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with 

their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

 35“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will 

come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 

dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say 

to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 314 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

 

Sermon: Isaiah 63:16; 64:4-9 Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. Continued on the next page 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  
 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

 

Hymn: 658 With All My Heart I Praise You, Lord 

 

Hymn: 930 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Presiding Minister: Pastor Tim Priewe 

 

Sunday Organist: Sarah Sehloff 

Handbells: Amy Nogar 

Colt Choir: Kari Tiarks 

Instrumentalists: Karen and Micah Medema 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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