
1 

 

December 17, 2023: Third Sunday in Advent 
 

THE PROMISE: Freedom and Joy 

 

Hymn: 327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Declaration of Grace 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 

freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

10:30 AM: Holy Baptism 

 

Glory Be to God 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael A. Perry 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us 

ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 

always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Isaiah 61:1–3,10-11 
1The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

 because the LORD has anointed me 

 to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim freedom for the captives 

 and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

 and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 

 3and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

 instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

 instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

 instead of a spirit of despair. Continued on the next page 
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They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

 a planting of the LORD 

 for the display of his splendor. 

10I delight greatly in the LORD; 

 my soul rejoices in my God. 

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

 and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

 and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 

 and praise spring up before all nations. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

 16Rejoice always, 17pray continually, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 

will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21but test them all; 

hold on to what is good, 22reject every kind of evil. 

 23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Luke 1:26–38 

 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 

town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant 

of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you 

who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 

be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 

father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never 

end.” 

 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37For no word from God will ever fail.” 

 38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 

angel left her. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 328 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

Sermon: Isaiah 61:1-3, 10,11 Pastor Robert Raasch 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  
 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

Hymn: 320 As Angels Joyed with One Accord 

Hymn: 324 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Joel Zank 

 

Sunday Organist: Sarah Sehloff 

 

Sunday Preservice: Michele Pfeifer, Ben Fulcer 

Sunday Offering: Miranda Prisland, Alyssa Vanderhoof,  

Olivia Beier, Leah Needham 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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