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November 26, 2023:  

Last Sunday of the Church Year 
 

THE TIME IN BETWEEN: A Time to Yearn for the End 

 

Hymn: 488 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near sts. 1–2, 5–6 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 



2 

 

Declaration of Grace 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 

freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the Highest 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the living and     

the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of his return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom 

prepared for your own from the foundation of the world; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 

 9“As I looked, 

“thrones were set in place, 

 and the Ancient of Days took his seat. 

His clothing was as white as snow; 

 the hair of his head was white like wool. 

His throne was flaming with fire, 

 and its wheels were all ablaze. 
10A river of fire was flowing, 

 coming out from before him. 

Thousands upon thousands attended him; 

 ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 

The court was seated, 

 and the books were opened.  

  
Continued on the next page 
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13“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man,  

coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led  

into his presence. 14He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and 

peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion  

that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

95C Come, Let Us Praise the LORD Psalm 95C 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith 
Tune: John Darwall 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

 13Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 

death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14For we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 

those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we 

who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 

those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a 

loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught 

up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 

the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:13 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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Gospel Matthew 25:31–46 

 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 

his glorious throne. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put 

the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

 34“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 

world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

 37“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 

or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite 

you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go 

to visit you?’ 

 40“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me 

nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you 

did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison 

and you did not look after me.’ 

 44“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

 45“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, 

you did not do for me.’ 

 46“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
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Sermon: Matthew 25:31-46 Pastor Tim Priewe 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you!  
 

Hymn: 511 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Sunday Organist: Klint Kaddatz 

 

Sunday Instrumentalists: Michele Pfeifer, Ben Fulcer 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM  

Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


