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September 3, 2023: 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

THE CHURCH GOD WANTS: A Church That Takes up Its Crosses 

 

Hymn: 694 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Declaration of Grace 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 

freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

10:00 AM: Affirmation of Baptism 

 

Glory Be to God 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael A. Perry 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia,  1844 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 
15LORD, you understand; 

 remember me and care for me. 

 Avenge me on my persecutors. 

You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 

 think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
16When your words came, I ate them; 

 they were my joy and my heart’s delight, 

for I bear your name, 

 LORD God Almighty. 
17I never sat in the company of revelers, 

 never made merry with them; 

I sat alone because your hand was on me 

 and you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unending 

 and my wound grievous and incurable? 
Continued on the next page 
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You are to me like a deceptive brook, 

 like a spring that fails. 

 19Therefore this is what the LORD says: 

“If you repent, I will restore you 

 that you may serve me; 

if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 

 you will be my spokesman. 

Let this people turn to you, 

 but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you a wall to this people, 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you 

 but will not overcome you, 

for I am with you 

 to rescue and save you,” 

declares the LORD. 
21“I will save you from the hands of the wicked 

 and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Romans 8:18–25 

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 

be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to 

be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by 

the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from 

its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 

up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of 

our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 

hopes for what they already have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait 

for it patiently. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Matthew 16:21–26 

 21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 

law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall 

never happen to you!” 

 23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block        

to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save their        

life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26What good will it be          

for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give        

in exchange for their soul? 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 707 Cling Tightly to the Word of God sts. 1–3, 6 

 

Sermon: Matthew 16:21-26 Pastor Timothy Priewe 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today.  Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information.  

 

If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code 
to visit Mount Olive's online giving page.  Thank you! 
 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

Hymn: 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior sts. 1–6 

 

Hymn: 529 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
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Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Timothy Priewe 

 

Sunday Organist: Sarah Sehloff 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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