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September 24, 2023: Mission Festival 
 

THEME: TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 

 

Hymn: 902 Spread Abroad, O Mighty Word 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

10:30 AM: Affirmation of Holy Baptism 

 

Glory Be to God CW 1001 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Lowell Mason 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord Jesus Christ, you sent your disciples to proclaim your coming. Bless all the missions 

of your church, and enable your workers to gather in your harvest. Through them, show 

your love to the helpless, enlighten those in darkness, assist those in peril and need, and  

at last bring all your children home to yourself; you live and reign, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Haggai 2:1–5 

 1On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the LORD came through the 

prophet Haggai: 2“Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son 

of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask them, 3‘Who of you is 

left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem 

to you like nothing? 4But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, 

Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares      

the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 5‘This is what I 

covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you.  

Do not fear.’ 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem: Across the Lands Grades 1,2 
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Second Reading Romans 10:8–15 

 8But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that 

is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus 

is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that 

you profess your faith and are saved. 11As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will 

never be put to shame.” 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same 

Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 14How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 

believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 

preaching to them? 15And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 52:7 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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Gospel Matthew 9:35–38 

 35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 
36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 905 Good News of God Above 

During the singing of verse 2, the children are invited forward for a Children's Lesson 

 

Sermon: Haggai 2:1-5 Missionary Mark Zondag 

 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
Continued on the next page 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us, that his ways may 

be known on earth, his salvation among all nations.  

May the peoples praise you, O God. May all the peoples praise you. 

  

Loving Lord, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, has given gifts to the Church in the apostles, 

prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. According to your will, raise up more workers 

and send them into harvest fields in our land and around the world. By the power of your 

gospel, strengthen them so that they do not become discouraged but continue in the 

course you have set before them. 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide 

the nations of the earth. 

  

Pour out your wisdom, O Lord, on all who train and prepare those who proclaim the 

everlasting gospel in their own communities and cultures. Through the power of the Spirit 

lead them to rely on the authority of your Word and to look for success in the witness of 

your love. Let them find support in their partners in ministry as we work together around 

the world. 

May the peoples praise you, O God. May all the peoples praise you. 

  

Spare those who serve your people far away from infections and injury. Provide medical 

facilities to diagnose and treat disease. Give help and comfort to all the sick in every land. 

Bring healing and health according to your will.  

May the nations be glad and sing for joy. 
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 Lord God, King of the universe, direct the governments of the world so that your people 

may live quiet and peaceful lives. Protect us from crime and war. Let freedom of religion 

flourish that the gospel may be freely preached throughout the world. Cast down rulers 

who oppress their people; remove governments that oppose the gospel. Bring relief to 

Christians who are persecuted. 

For you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth. 

  

Wherever we go, near or far, move us to share the gospel with eagerness and joy. Give us 

grace to be models to all so that our brothers and sisters might see our good works and 

glorify you. Plant in the hearts of your people a deeper desire to share the gospel with 

their lips and their gifts so that many more may come to know and believe the love of your 

Son. 

The land yields its harvest, and God, our God, blesses us. May God bless us, so that 

all the ends of the earth will revere him. Amen. 

 

Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today.  Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information.  
 

If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code 
to visit Mount Olive's online giving page.  Thank you! 
 

Hymn: 901 O Christians, Haste 

 

Closing Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Robert Raasch 

Sunday Organist: Klint Kaddatz 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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