September 17, 2023: 16th Sunday after Pentecost

THE CHURCH GOD WANTS: A Church that Really Knows Jesus

Hymn: 521 Christ the Eternal Lord sts. 1-4

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Declaration of Grace

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and
freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and
forever.

Amen.

Glory Be to God in Heaven
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Text: Michael A. Perry
Text: ©1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838
Tune: Public domain



The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to be
the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and
steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Exodus 34:5-9

5Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his
name, the LORD. °And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
’maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does
not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of
the parents to the third and fourth generation.”

8Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. *“Lord,” he said, “if I have found
favor in your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people,
forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Sunday: | Love to Tell the Story Male Chorus

Second Reading Romans 10:5-13

SMoses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does
these things will live by them.” °But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven? ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will
descend into the deep?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?
“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message
concerning faith that we proclaim: °If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. *°For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess
your faith and are saved. "As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put
to shame.” *For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of
all and richly blesses all who call on him, 3for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation John 6:68
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Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

BWhen Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?”

“They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”

5“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say [ am?”

®Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by
flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. ®*And I tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. *I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” >*°Then he ordered his
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: 563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

Sermon: Exodus 34:5-9 Pastor Joel Gawel

Stand



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the
friendship register and leave your contact information.

If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code

to visit Mount Olive's online giving page. Thank you!

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down.
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.

The Sacrament

Stand



Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Be seated



Distribution

Hymn: 528 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate

Hymn: 950 Lord, Bid Your Serva
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Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Post-Communion Prayer

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.

Amen.

Presiding Minister: Pastor Robert Raasch
Sunday Organist: April Schaefer
Male Chorus: Jerry Gronholz
Monday Organist: Jon Riehle
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