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September 10, 2023: 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

THE CHURCH GOD WANTS: A Church for All People 

 

Hymn: 855 The Church’s One Foundation sts. 1–5 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

  

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus' sake.  

  

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 

called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

To God on High Be Glory CW 1002 
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Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: George J. Webb 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Gracious God, in Christ you bring people from near and far into the fellowship of your 

church. Open our eyes to your saving plan, and move us to embrace all who seek your 

salvation so that we may rejoice together at the banquet of your love; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 56:1,6–8 

 1This is what the LORD says: 

“Maintain justice 

 and do what is right, 

for my salvation is close at hand 

 and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 
Continued on the next page. 
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6And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD 

 to minister to him, 

to love the name of the LORD, 

 and to be his servants, 

all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it 

 and who hold fast to my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain 

 and give them joy in my house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 

 will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house will be called 

 a house of prayer for all nations.” 
8The Sovereign LORD declares— 

 he who gathers the exiles of Israel: 

“I will gather still others to them 

 besides those already gathered.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 67D Let the People Praise You, O God  

 

 
  

May God be gracious to us and / bless us 

    and make his face / shine on us— 

so that your ways may be / known on earth, 

    your salvation among all / nations. 
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May the peoples / praise you, God; 

    may all the peoples / praise you. 

May the nations be glad and / sing for joy, 

    for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations / of the earth.    Refrain 

  

The land yields its / harvest; 

    God, our God, / blesses us. 

May God / bless us still, 

    so that all the ends of the earth will / fear him. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Dale Wood 
Text: © 1976 Massey H. Shepherd, Jr., admin. Augsburg Fortress (refrain). Used by permission: License no. 130002285 
Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress, admin. Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Setting: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House, admin. Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Second Reading Ephesians 2:13–22 

 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. 

 14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed  

the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his flesh the law with its 

commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out  

of the two, thus making peace, 16and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 

through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace 

to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both 

have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

 19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 

God’s people and also members of his household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole 

building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him 

you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Anthem: Cornerstone 8 am: Grade 4-5   10:30 am: Grade 3 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:13 

 

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Matthew 15:21–28 

 21Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22A Canaanite 

woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on 

me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 

 23Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her 

away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 

 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 

 25The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 

 26He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 

 27“Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s 

table.” 

 28Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And 

her daughter was healed at that moment. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 731 Oh, How Good It Is 

 

Sermon: Ephesians 2:13-22 Pastor Robert Raasch 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today.  Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information.  
 

If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code 
to visit Mount Olive's online giving page.  Thank you! 
 

Hymn: 510 In Christ Alone 

 

Closing Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Sunday Organist: Klint Kaddatz 

 

Instrumentalists: Leah Needham, Katherine Oleszko, Evan Pastorek, 
 Kari Falck, James and Julie Neujahr 
 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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