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August 20, 2023: 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

THE CHURCH GOD WANTS: A Church That’s Quick to Forgive 

 

Hymn: 583 God Loves Me Dearly 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him  

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

  

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus' sake.  

  

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 

called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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10:00 AM: Affirmation of Baptism 

 

Glory to God in the Highest  
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and abundantly provide 

for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, and teach us also     

to be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only 

ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16So they 

sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17‘This is 

what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs 

they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the 

God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

 18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” 

they said. 

 19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You intended to 

harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving 

of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he 

reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading Ephesians 4:29—5:2 

 29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 

for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And 

do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 

every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 

just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 1Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of love, 

just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Colossians 3:13 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 

 21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

 22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 23“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 

his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of 

gold was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and 

his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

 26“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I 

will pay back everything.’ 27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and 

let him go. 

 28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 

me!’ he demanded. 

 29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay 

it back.’ 

 30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 

could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 

outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 

 32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all 

that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 

fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to 

be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

 35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 

or sister from your heart.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 733 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 
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Sermon: Ephesians 4:29-5:2 Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today.  Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information.  

 

If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page.  Thank you! 
 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
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The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 
Continued on the next page 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

Hymn: 727 Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 

Hymn: 673 O Lord, We Praise You 

 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Sunday Organist: Klint Kaddatz 

 

Instrumentalists: Michele Pfeifer and Ben Fulcer 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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