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August 27, 2023: 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

THE CHURCH GOD WANTS: A Church Willing to Say Hard Things 

 

Hymn: 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive sts. 1–5 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

  

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

  

Silence for meditation and reflection 

  

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will.  

Amen. 

Text: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: One.License.net no. 703838 
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Glory Be to God CW 1035 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, Württemberg, 1784 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never­failing mercy. 

Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our 

salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7–11 

 7“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I 

speak and give them warning from me. 8When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, 

you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that 

wicked person will die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9But if 

you do warn the wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will 

die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 

 10“Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins 

weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?” ’ 11Say 

to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 

the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil 

ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?’ 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 32B How Blest Are Those  

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Second Reading Galatians 2:11–16 

 11When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 

condemned. 12For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. 

But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles 

because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13The other Jews 

joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 

 14When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to 

Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. 

How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

 15“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16know that a person is not justified 

by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in 

Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, 

because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 
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 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 1 Timothy 2:4 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Matthew 18:15–20 

 15“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. 

If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16But if they will not listen, take one or two 

others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses.’ 17If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen 

even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

 18“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

 19“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it 

will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three gather in my 

name, there am I with them.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: 895 Preach You the Word sts. 1–3, 6 

The children are invited forward during verse 2 for a Children's Lesson 

 

Sermon: Matthew 18:15-20 Pastor Raasch 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Offering 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today.  Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information.  

 

If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code 
to visit Mount Olive's online giving page.  Thank you! 
 

Hymn: 839 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

Closing Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Robert Raasch 

 

Sunday Organist: Sarah Sehloff 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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