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February 26th, 2023: First Sunday in Lent 
 

Our Greatest Needs: A Champion for the Defeated 

 

Hymn: 916 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Declaration of Grace 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 

freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s 

temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the 

world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle 

against the forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Genesis 3:1–15 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” 

 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but 

God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and 

you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 

 4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when 

you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 

eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some 

to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 

coverings for themselves. 

 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 

hid.” 

 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?” 

 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it.” 
Continued on the next page 
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 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

 and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

 and you will eat dust 

 all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity 

 between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

 and you will strike his heel.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

8:00 AM: "Look to the Cross" Adult Choir 

10:30 AM: "Jesus, Strong and Kind" Early Learning Center 

 

Second Reading Romans 5:12–19 

 12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and 

in this way death came to all people, because all sinned— 

 13To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged 

against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the 

time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a 

command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. 

 15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one 

man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, 

Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result 

of one man’s sin:  
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The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many 

trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned 

through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision 

of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 

 18Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one 

righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19For just as through the 

disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience 

of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:15 

 

 
Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 

 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2After 

fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, “If 

you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

 and they will lift you up in their hands, 

 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 

worship me.” 

 10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

and serve him only.’” 

 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

The children are invited forward during verse 2 of the hymn for a Children's Lesson 

 

 

Sermon: Genesis 3:1-15 Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Reception of New Members 
 

The new member(s) approach the altar.  

 

Friends in Christ, 
  
After a review and instruction in the simple teachings of the Bible and our Lutheran 

church, you have requested to become member(s) of this congregation. You have come to 

worship today to confess your unity with us and to take your place as a part of this faith 

community. I now ask you: 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? If so, answer: I do. 

I do. 

Do you believe that the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and this 

congregation, as you have come to know them, are faithful to the Word of God? If so, 

answer: I do. 

I do. 

  

Do you desire to remain faithful to the teachings of Christ, be diligent in the use of God’s 

Word and sacraments, and lead a godly life as the Lord gives you strength? If so, answer: I 

do, and I ask God to help me. 

I do, and I ask God to help me. 

  

Is it your desire to join us in worship and mission and support this work with your prayers 

and gifts? If so, answer: It is, and I ask God to help me. 

It is, and I ask God to help me. 

  

With sincere joy we welcome you as member(s) of Mount Olive Lutheran Church. 

 

The pastor may greet each new member by name. 

 

The pastor speaks to the congregation: 

 

Brothers and sisters, 

  

As we welcome these new members to our Christian family, I encourage you in the name of 

Jesus to keep them in your minds, hold them in your hearts, and pray for them again and 

again. Show them the face of friendship and offer them a hand of support. Encourage them 

with your “works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach 

unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

  

The peace of Christ be with us all. Amen. 
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Prayer  

Gracious Father, we thank you for leading these people to desire to become members of 

our congregation and for giving them joy to confess their faith to us. Guide us with your 

wisdom as we worship and work together. Mold our minds and hearts in a single 

Christlike will so that we may be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

Hymn: 510 In Christ Alone 

 

Stand 

Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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