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January 29, 2023: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

THE SAVIOR'S SERMON: Trust in God's Strength 

 

Hymn: 912 Open, Lovely Doors 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Declaration of Grace 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be   

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 

freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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Glory to God in the Highest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers 

and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11–13 
3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 

 you who do what he commands. 

Seek righteousness, seek humility; 

 perhaps you will be sheltered 

 on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

11On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 

 for all the wrongs you have done to me, 

because I will remove from you 

 your arrogant boasters. 

Never again will you be haughty 

 on my holy hill. 
12But I will leave within you 

 the meek and humble. 

The remnant of Israel 

 will trust in the name of the LORD. Continued on the next page 
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13They will do no wrong; 

 they will tell no lies. 

A deceitful tongue 

 will not be found in their mouths. 

They will eat and lie down 

 and no one will make them afraid.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

1A Blessed Are They Psalm 1A 

 

 

 
  

Blessed is the one who / does not walk 

    in step with the / wicked 

or stand in the way that / sinners take 

    or sit in the company of / mockers, 

but whose delight is in the law / of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law / day and night. 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water, 

    which yields its fruit in / season 

and whose leaf does not / wither— 

    whatever they do / prospers.      Refrain      
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Not so the / wicked! 

    They are like chaff that the wind / blows away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.     Refrain 
  

For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass (refrain) 
Tune: Michel Guimont 
Setting: Michel Guimont 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Music: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 

 26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 

were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 

things of the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the lowly things of this world and the 

despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no 

one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has 

become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 
31Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Adult Choir: "The Only Son from Heaven" 8 and 10:30 am 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

 1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 

disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them. 

 He said: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 

  for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 

  for they will inherit the earth. 
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6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

  for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 

  for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 

  for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 

  for they will be called children of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 690 Blest Are They 

The Adult Choir will introduce verse 1. Then the congregation will join in verses 2-4. 

 

Sermon: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Pastor Tim Priewe 

 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 

 

Hymn: 563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

Stand 
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Closing Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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