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January 1, 2023: First Sunday after Christmas 
 

THEME: A SAVIOR IS BORN TO BE THE TRUE SON 

 

Hymn: 355 Let All Together Praise Our God sts. 1–5 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 

As we look back on another year gone by and a new year to come, we must again be 

reminded that we, together with all human beings, are sinners in need of God’s grace and 

forgiveness. Let us turn to our Lord today and seek his grace, which bestows on us the 

forgiveness we desperately need. 

  

Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I 

have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not 

loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed 

by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  

  

Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. He said to his 

people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” Because of the promise of our 

Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an 

heir of eternal life! 
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Song of Mary 
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Tune: Kurt J. Eggert 
Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise not by 

speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your will that our lives 

may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 63:7–9 
7I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 

 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

 according to all the LORD has done for us— 

yes, the many good things 

 he has done for Israel, 

 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 

 children who will be true to me”; 

 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, 

 and the angel of his presence saved them. 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 

 he lifted them up and carried them 

 all the days of old. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: 345 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

 

Second Reading Galatians 4:4–7 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 

calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are 

his child, God has made you also an heir. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 98:1 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

 13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he 

said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 

Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15where 

he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through 

the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 

under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17Then what was said 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

 and refusing to be comforted, 

 because they are no more.” 
Continued on the next page 
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 19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 

were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when 

he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 

to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and 

he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 

prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: 352 Joy Has Dawned 

 

 

Sermon: Isaiah 63:7-9 Pastor Collin Wenzel 

 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

 



7 

 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Installation 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 
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  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

Notes for Holy Communion: Ushers will direct you forward to the waiting line. Wafers are 
distributed to each person's hand. If you need a gluten-free wafer, hold your hand palm down. 
Non-alcoholic white wine is located in the center of each tray of cups. If you need assistance 
taking the cup, hold up your hand and the distributor will pour the cup into your mouth.  
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Distribution 

 

Hymn: 363 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

Hymn: 368 Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year 

 

Stand 
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Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace 

in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 

minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Robert Raasch 

Sunday Organist: Klint Kaddatz 
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