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November 10, 2024: 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

LIVE LIKE YOU'LL LIVE FOREVER: Live a Life of Startling Generosity 

 

Hymn: 708 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

As we enter God’s presence to give thanks to him for all his blessings, first, we confess  

our sins and our unworthiness.  

  

Forgive us, Lord, for we have received your gifts without being grateful, abused 

your gifts and your creation, and have rebelled against your ownership of all we 

have. We have been stingy and selfish. Forgive us all our sins against you and 

against one another. Restore us by your grace and lead us to know and do your 

will, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  

Silence for meditation and reflection 

  

You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who though he was rich, yet for your sake 

became poor so that we, through his poverty, might become spiritually rich, receiving 

forgiveness and the inheritance of heaven. Upon this your confession, I, as a called servant 

of the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for  

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray  

to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the Highest 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and ever-living God, you have given exceedingly great and precious promises to 

those who trust in you. Grant us so firmly to believe in your Son Jesus that our faith may 

never be found wanting; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 17:8–16 

 8Then the word of the LORD came to him: 9“Go at once to Zarephath in the region of 

Sidon and stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” 10So he went 

to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He 

called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” 
11As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.” 

 12“As surely as the LORD your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a 

handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take 

home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.” 

 13Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make  

a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make 

something for yourself and your son. 14For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 

‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the 

LORD sends rain on the land.’ ” 

 15She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah 

and for the woman and her family. 16For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of  

oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

8:00 and 10:30 AM: Ready, Lord Grades 1-3 
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 8:1–9 

 1And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given 

the Macedonian churches. 2In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 

their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they gave as much  

as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4they urgently 

pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5And they 

exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the 

will of God also to us. 6So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring 

also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7But since you excel in everything—in 

faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled  

in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

 8I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing  

it with the earnestness of others. 9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty 

might become rich. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 9:11 
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Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Mark 12:38–44 

 38As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk 

around in flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and have the 

most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 40They 

devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished 

most severely.” 

 41Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 
42But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 

 43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more 

into the treasury than all the others. 44They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 

poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: 807 All Depends on Our Possessing sts. 1–3, 5 

During the singing of verse 2, the children are invited forward for the children’s lesson.  
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Sermon: Mark 12:38-44 Pastor Robert Raasch 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
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Lord God, from whom all blessings flow, we praise you for everything you provide to 

sustain our lives. Lead us every day to be thankful for your gifts and content with what you 

have given. Today we pray that you would guide us to manage your blessings wisely for 

the good of your kingdom. 

As we use your gifts to meet our needs, move us also to support the ministry of the 

gospel with our offerings.   

  

Work in our hearts so that our gifts do more than support a cause or meet a need. Move 

us to give out of love for you, our King and Redeemer. 

Lead us to bring our gifts first to honor you, the Giver of all things.  
  
Teach us to give as an ongoing part of life since the work of the gospel continues every 

day. Forgive us for the sins of apathy and carelessness and for giving that reacts only to 

urgent pleas or crises. 

Help us see the wisdom of planning our offerings as a regular routine of our faith.      
  
Teach us determine our offerings in view of your blessings to us. The widow’s coins were 

meager, but they were all she had. Move us to believe that to whom much is given, much 

is also expected.  

Give us courage to bring gifts that reflect your gifts to us.  
  
Teach us to give our offerings as a cheerful response of our faith in you and your Son. 

Spare us all feelings of obligation or resentment as we give. Help us to see our offerings as 

the vehicle that carries the gospel to the lost, and lead us to rejoice with the angels of 

heaven over every sinner who repents.  

Help us to balance our duty to give with the joy of giving. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Precious Lord, all our blessings come from you. Lead us again and again to thank you and 

then move us to be wise and faithful stewards of your gifts. May our gifts and offerings 

bring souls here and far away to the gracious gift of Jesus and his love. 

Lord, hear us and grant us this blessing. Amen. 
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Offering 

 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you! 
 

Hymn: 695 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer 

Dearest Jesus, you became poor so that we might become rich. In addition to forgiveness 

and eternal life, you have given us blessings far too numerous to count. So inspire us by 

your generosity that we devote all we have and all we are to the glory of your name and 

the well-being of others. Help us learn the joy of giving, the value of faithful labor, and the 

satisfaction of time well spent. Replace our fear and selfishness with the confidence that 

you will provide everything we need for doing good and will do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joe Gawel 

 

Grades 1-3 Elizabeth Loberger, Sarah Sehloff, April Schaefer, Kari Tiarks 

 

Sunday Organist: Klint Kaddatz 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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