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October 13, 2024: 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
 

FOLLOWERS OF JESUS: Maintain Proper Priorities 

 

Gathering Rite on the Word of God 
Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 919 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word st. 1 

1 Blessèd Jesus, at your Word 

    we are gathered all to hear you. 

Let our hearts and souls be stirred 

    now to seek and love and fear you, 

by your teachings, sweet and holy, 

drawn from earth to love you solely. 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–1684 
Text: Public domain 

 

Oh, how I love your law! 

I meditate on it all day long. 

  

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

for they are ever with me.  

  

I have more insight than all my teachers,  

for I meditate on your statutes. 

  

How sweet are your words to my taste,  

sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
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Hymn: 919 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word st. 2 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

    lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

till your Spirit breaks our night 

    with the beams of truth unclouded. 

You alone to God can win us; 

you must work all good within us. 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–1684 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness,  

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

  

Yet so often we have despised God's Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this 

and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.  

  

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,  

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  

 

Hymn: 919 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word st. 3 

3 Gracious Savior, good and kind, 

    Light from Light, from God proceeding, 

open now our heart and mind; 

    help us by your Spirit’s pleading. 

Hear the cry your Church now raises; 

hear and bless our prayers and praises. 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–1684 
Text: Public domain 
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Absolution 

God gave his Word so "that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name." The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who 

lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to 

assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority,  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  
 

Hymn: 919 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word st. 4 

4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    praise to you and adoration! 

Grant that we your Word may trust, 

    confident of our salvation, 

while we here below must wander, 

till we sing your praises yonder. 

Text: tr. unknown, alt.; Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, Berlin, 1707 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sunday 10:30 AM: Affirmation of Holy Baptism 
 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows us, help us forsake all trust in 

earthly gain and find in you our heavenly treasure; for you live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

First Reading 2 Kings 5:14–27 

 14So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had 

told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 

 15Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before 

him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel." 

 "So please accept a gift from your servant.” 

 16The prophet answered, “As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a 

thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. 

 17“If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be given as much earth  

as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and 

sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. 18But may the LORD forgive your servant for this 

one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning 

on my arm and I have to bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, 

may the LORD forgive your servant for this.” 

 19“Go in peace,” Elisha said. 

 After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of 

God, said to himself, “My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, by not accepting 

from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run after him and get 

something from him.” 

 21So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running toward him, he got 

down from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything all right?” he asked. 

 22“Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master sent me to say, ‘Two young men 

from the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. 

Please give them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing.’ ” 

 23“By all means, take two talents,” said Naaman. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and 

then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them 

to two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24When Gehazi came to the 

hill, he took the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent the 

men away and they left. 

 25When he went in and stood before his master, Elisha asked him, “Where have you 

been, Gehazi?” 

 “Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi answered. 
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 26But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his 

chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money or to accept clothes—or olive groves 

and vineyards, or flocks and herds, or male and female slaves? 27Naaman’s leprosy will 

cling to you and to your descendants forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence 

and his skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sunday 10:30 AM: Seek Ye First Early Learning Center 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 4:12-13 

 12For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is 

uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:12 
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Mark 10:17–27 

 17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 

“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

 18“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19You 

know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall 

not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and 

mother.’” 

 20“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 

 21Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything 

you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 

me.” 

 22At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

 23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God!” 

 24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it  

is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

 26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be 

saved?” 

 27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all 

things are possible with God.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: 753 My Worth Is Not in What I Own 

The cantors will lead the congregation in singing this newer hymn. During the singing of 
verse 2, the children are invited forward for the children’s lesson.    

 

Sermon: Mark 10-17-27 Pastor Robert Raasch 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy 

Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 

and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 

lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 

of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 

persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

 



9 

 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 

from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount 
Olive's online giving page. Thank you! 
 

Hymn: 711 Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Joe Gawel 
 

Sunday Organist:  Jordan Dannecker 
 
Sunday Singers:  Angela Schabo, Jamie Hetzner 
 

Early Learning Center Jessica Enter and Rachel Brown 
 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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