Bible Passages for Lesson 2 of Politics is Driving Me Crazy!

Psalm 146
1Praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord, my soul.
2| will praise the Lord all my life;
| will sing praise to my God as long as | live.
3Do not put your trust in princes,
in human beings, who cannot save.
4When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
on that very day their plans come to nothing.
5Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God.
5He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea, and everything in them—
he remains faithful forever.
7He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free,
8 the Lord gives sight to the blind,
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
the Lord loves the righteous.
9The Lord watches over the foreigner
and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
The Lord reigns forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord.

Acts 22:22-29

22The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid the earth
of him! He’s not fit to live!”

B As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, 22the commander
ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged and interrogated in order to
find out why the people were shouting at him like this. 25 As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said
to the centurion standing there, “Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found
guilty?”

26 \When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it. “What are you going to
do?” he asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.”

27The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?”

“Yes, | am,” he answered.

B Then the commander said, “I had to pay a lot of money for my citizenship.”

“But | was born a citizen,” Paul replied.

B Those who were about to interrogate him withdrew immediately. The commander himself was
alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains.



Philippians 1:12-18

12 Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to
advance the gospel. 1 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to
everyone else that | am in chains for Christ. ¥ And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters
have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.

151t is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. ¥ The latter do so
out of love, knowing that | am put here for the defense of the gospel. ¥ The former preach Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while | am in chains. ¥ But
what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ
is preached. And because of this | rejoice.

Yes, and | will continue to rejoice.

Luke 2:1-7

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2(This was the first census that took place while® Quirinius was governor of Syria.) *And
everyone went to their own town to register.

4S50 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 8 While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in
a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

Matthew 2:13-18
BWhen they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the
child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the
child to kill him.”
14S0 he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, > where he stayed until
the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt |
called my son.”®
18 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to
kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the
time he had learned from the Magi. ¥ Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
18“A yoice is heard in Ramah,

weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children

and refusing to be comforted,

because they are no more.”®!

Ezra 1:1-11

1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by

Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm
and also to put it in writing:

2“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says:

“‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to
build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 2 Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in
Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their
God be with them. *And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide
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them with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in
Jerusalem.”

5Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone whose heart God
had moved—prepared to go up and build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. ® All their neighbors
assisted them with articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in
addition to all the freewill offerings.

”Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the Lord, which
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of his god.[2! 8 Cyrus king
of Persia had them brought by Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the
prince of Judah.

9This was the inventory:

gold dishes 30
silver dishes 1,000
silver pans™® 29

W gold bowls 30
matching silver bowls 410
other articles 1,000

1n all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and of silver. Sheshbazzar brought all these along with the
exiles when they came up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

Daniel 3:1-12

3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide,"?! and set it up on
the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors,
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of
the image he had set up. 3So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates
and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar
had set up, and they stood before it.

4Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are
commanded to do: > As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds
of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set

up. ®Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”
"Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music,
all the nations and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. ® They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! ® Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who
hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and
worship the image of gold, **and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a
blazing furnace. 2But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither
serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Acts 4:16-20
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16 “\What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have
performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. Y7 But to stop this thing from spreading any further
among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.”

8Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of
Jesus. ¥ But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the
judges! 2° As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

Daniel 1

Daniel’s Training in Babylon

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to
Jerusalem and besieged it. 2And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with
some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in

Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.

3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the
Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— #young men without any physical defect,

handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and
qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the
Babylonians. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were
to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.

5 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. ” The
chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.

8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for
permission not to defile himself this way. ® Now God had caused the official to show favor and
compassion to Daniel, °but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned
yourl food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The
king would then have my head because of you.”

" Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael
and Azariah, 2 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to
drink. 3 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat
your servants in accordance with what you see.” *So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who
ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave
them vegetables instead.

17To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and
learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.

18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official presented them
to Nebuchadnezzar. ¥ The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael
and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 2°In every matter of wisdom and understanding about
which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters
in his whole kingdom.

21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.

Daniel 3: 13-18
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B Eurious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were
brought before the king, ¥*and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold | have set up? ** Now when you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall
down and worship the image | made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”
16Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend
ourselves before you in this matter. ¥ If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able
to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. ¥ But even if he does not, we want
you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set

”

up.

Daniel 6

Daniel in the Den of Lions

6 [t pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with three administrators
over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might
not suffer loss. 2*Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his
exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. #At this, the
administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of
government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was
trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. ®Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for
charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.”

6So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: “May King Darius live

forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king
should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during
the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. #Now, Your Majesty,
issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the law of the
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” ®So King Darius put the decree in writing.

¥ Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room
where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed,
giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. ™ Then these men went as a group and found
Daniel praying and asking God for help. > So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal
decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or
human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”

The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which
cannot be repealed.”

BThen they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your
Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.” *When the king heard this,
he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to
save him.

15Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your Majesty, that
according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.”
1650 the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to
Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”

17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet
ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. ¥ Then the king
returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought
to him. And he could not sleep.
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19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 22 When he came near the den,
he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you
serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”
ZDaniel answered, “May the king live forever! 2 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the
lions. They have not hurt me, because | was found innocent in his sight. Nor have | ever done any wrong
before you, Your Majesty.”
BThe king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from
the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.
24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the
lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions
overpowered them and crushed all their bones.
5 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all the earth:
“May you prosper greatly!
26 “| jssue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.
“For he is the living God

and he endures forever;
his kingdom will not be destroyed,

his dominion will never end.
27He rescues and he saves;

he performs signs and wonders

in the heavens and on the earth.
He has rescued Daniel

from the power of the lions.”
2850 Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus™® the Persian.
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