Bible Passages for Lesson 1 of Politics is Driving Me Crazy!

Psalm 2
'Why do the nations conspire
and the peoples plot in vain?
2The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed, saying,
Let us break their chains
and throw off their shackles.”
4The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
the Lord scoffs at them.
®He rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
| have installed my king
on Zion, my holy mountain.”
71 will proclaim the Lord’s decree:
He said to me, “You are my son;
today | have become your father.
8 Ask me,
and | will make the nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession.
®You will break them with a rod of iron;
you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”
® Therefore, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
" Serve the Lord with fear
and celebrate his rule with trembling.
2Kiss his son, or he will be angry
and your way will lead to your destruction,
for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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Matthew 10:22, 25

22You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be
saved. It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the
head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!

Mark 13:12
12“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their
parents and have them put to death.

John 15:18
8|f the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.



Luke 17:20-21

2 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 2! nor will
people say, ‘Here it is,” or ‘There it is,” because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”

Matthew 13:1-9

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2Such large crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. * Then
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. * As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. > Some fell on
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was
shallow. ¢ But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they
had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other
seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown. ® Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

Matthew 13:18-23

8“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: '* When anyone hears the message
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was
sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 2’ The seed falling on rocky ground
refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 2! But since they have no
root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they
quickly fall away. 2 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word,
but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it

unfruitful. 2 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and
understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times
what was sown.”

Matthew 13:24-30

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed
in his field. 2° But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and went away. 2 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also
appeared.

2"“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field?
Where then did the weeds come from?’

2“An enemy did this,” he replied.

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’

2*“No," he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with
them. *® Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time | will tell the harvesters: First collect
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my
barn.”
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Matthew 13:36-43

% Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain
to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

% He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. * The field is the world,
and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil
one, *and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the
harvesters are angels.

40“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. ' The
Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that
causes sin and all who do evil. * They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ** Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.

John 18:33-38

¥ pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of
the Jews?”

% “|s that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”

Am | a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What
is it you have done?”

% Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”

¥ “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.

Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. In fact, the reason | was born and came into the
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

8“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and
said, “ find no basis for a charge against him.
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John 19:8-11

8When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, ®and he went back inside the

palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. *“Do you
refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize | have power either to free you or to
crucify you?”

" Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from

above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”
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Romans 13:1-7

13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by

God. 2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. * For rulers hold no terror for
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. * For the one in authority is God’s
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no
reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the



wrongdoer. ° Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible
punishment but also as a matter of conscience.

®This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to
governing. ” Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Isaiah 44:24-28
24“This is what the Lord says—
your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb:
| am the Lord,
the Maker of all things,
who stretches out the heavens,
who spreads out the earth by myself,
2 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd
and will accomplish all that | please;
he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,”
and of the temple, “Let its foundations be laid.
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Daniel 2:36-45

% “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. * Your Majesty, you are the king
of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; *8in your
hands he has placed all mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds in the sky. Wherever
they live, he has made you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold.

¥ “After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze,
will rule over the whole earth. #° Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron
breaks and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break
all the others. 4! Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of
iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as
you saw iron mixed with clay. “* As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will
be partly strong and partly brittle. 4* And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the
people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.

““In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be
destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to
an end, but it will itself endure forever. 4° This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a
mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver
and the gold to pieces.

“The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and its
interpretation is trustworthy.”

Colossians 1:16-18

'® For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for

him. " He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. *®* And he is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.



