September 22, 2024: 18th Sunday after Pentecost
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS: Are Armed for the Battle

Hymn: 869 Onward, Christian Soldiers
Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,

For sins of habit and sins of choice,

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus' sake.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us
alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his
called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son - and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Glory Be to God on High
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wor-ship you, we bless you,Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.

you reign, O Christ,for - ev - er,

Text: Michael D. Schultz
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley

for you are Lord

a - lone!

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838

Tune: Public domain

The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading 1Kings 18:21-39

*Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”

But the people said nothing.

2Then Elijjah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has
four hundred and fifty prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one
for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it.
[ will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. >*Then you call on
the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by
fire—he is God.”

Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”

>Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since
there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” *So they
took the bull given them and prepared it.

Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they
shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar
they had made.

*’At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god!
Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be
awakened.” 2So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears,
as was their custom, until their blood flowed. **Midday passed, and they continued their
frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response,
no one answered, no one paid attention.

Continued on the next page



3°Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he
repaired the altar of the LORD, which had been torn down. >Elijah took twelve stones,
one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come,
saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 3*With the stones he built an altar in the name of the
LORD, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 3He arranged
the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four
large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.”

3#“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.

“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35The water ran down
around the altar and even filled the trench.

At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “LORD, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that
[ am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 3’Answer me, LORD,
answer me, so these people will know that you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning
their hearts back again.”

3Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and
the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.

3%When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The LORD—he is God!

The LORD—he is God!”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Ephesians 6:10-18

°Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. "Put on the full armor of God,
so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. *For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
BTherefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be
able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. “Stand firm then,
with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. "Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.



8And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Gospel Mark 9:14-27

“When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the
teachers of the law arguing with them. >As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.

1®“What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.

A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed
by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. #*Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to
the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your
disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.”

Continued on the next page



9“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long
shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”

>°So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.

*Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”

“From childhood,” he answered. 2*“It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him.
But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”

3“‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.”

*Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

>When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit.
“You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter
him again.”

*The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much
like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” *’But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him
to his feet, and he stood up.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
Hymn of the Day: 870 O Church, Arise

Grades 5K-2 will sing the first verse. The congregation will join in for verses 2-4. During the
second verse, the children are invited forward for a Children's Lesson.

Sermon: Ephesians 6:10-18 Pastor Joe Gawel

Stand



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which
we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises
and our desire to live according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.
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The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who
sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and
persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days.
Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills
and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry
of the gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all
who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving,
and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount Olive's
online giving page. Thank you!




Hymn: 872 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
Stand

Prayer

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of faith of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.

Amen.
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