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August 25, 2024: 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE: The Only Food We Really Need 

 

Hymn: 631 Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

To God on High Be Glory 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: George J. Webb 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to  

be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and 

steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Joshua 24:1-2,14–18 

 1Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, 

leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 

 2Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago 

your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the 

Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 

 14“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 

ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15But if 

serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of 

the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve 

the LORD.” 

 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 
17It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from 

that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on 

our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18And the LORD 

drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too 

will serve the LORD, because he is our God.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119D Teach Me, O LORD  

 

 
  

Oh, how I / love your law! 

    I meditate on it / all day long. 

Your commands are always / with me 

    and make me wiser than my / enemies. 

I have more insight than all my / teachers, 

    for I meditate on your / statutes.   Refrain 

  

I have kept my feet from every / evil path 

    so that I might o- / bey your word. 

How sweet are your words / to my taste, 

    sweeter than honey / to my mouth! 

I gain understanding from your / precepts; 

    therefore I hate every / wrong path. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko 
Setting: Thomas Pavlechko 
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 
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Second Reading Hebrews 11:24–28 

 24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter. 25He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy 

the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater 

value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27By faith 

he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is 

invisible. 28By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer 

of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 6:68 

 

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel John 6:51–69 

 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live 

forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 

 52Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us 

his flesh to eat?” 

Continued the next page 
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 53Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 

eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my 

blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 

them. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who 

feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your 

ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59He said 

this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

 60On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 

 61Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this 

offend you? 62Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63The 

Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are 

full of the Spirit and life. 64Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had 

known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him.  
65He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father 

has enabled them.” 

 66From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

 67“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. 69We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 521 Christ the Eternal Lord 
 

During the singing of verse 2, the children are invited forward for a Children's Lesson 
 

Sermon: John 6:51-69 Pastor Tim Priewe 

 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 

Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 

other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 

make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
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 Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 

those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 

defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed  

to all. 

  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus  

has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind.  

Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

If you are visiting Mount Olive today, please don’t feel obligated to give an 
offering. We are happy to have you as our guest today. Please do sign the 
friendship register and leave your contact information. If you would like to 
make a one-time or recurring donation, scan the QR code to visit Mount Olive's 
online giving page. Thank you! 
 

Hymn: 699 Take the World, but Give Me Jesus 

 

Stand 
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Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and  

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Presiding Minister: Pastor Tim Priewe 

 

Sunday Organist:  Klint Kaddatz 

 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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